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Background

In 25.426, the signalling bearer for the ALCAP protocol (i.e.  Q.2630.1, q.aal2) is specified for Iub in section 7 and for Iur in section 8. In the introductory sections 7.1 and 8.1, there is since April 1999 a sentence:

“Signalling bearer is used for the conveyance of the ALCAP messages between the peer UTRAN nodes.”

This sentence is understood by one company to indicate that AAL2 switching is not allowed on Iur and Iub, since in that case, there is one signalling bearer between e.g. the Node B and the AAL2 switch, and another between the AAL2 switch and the RNC.

By other companies, this sentence is considered ambiguous. The ALCAP messages are conveyed between UTRAN nodes even if terminated in an intermediate AAL2 switch. Furthermore, the rest of the specifications contain no restriction on using AAL2 switching on Iur and Iub, and the corresponding specification of the ALCAP signalling bearer on Iu contains no such sentence. In particular, the RAN3 specification refer to the full Q.2630.1, and not only a part of it, and therefore includes the AAL2 switching scenario
. This means that it is an operator issue to configure the network with or without AAL2 switching, as long as the UTRAN nodes are 3GPP compliant. Thus, this sentence need alignment to not give the impression of limiting the AAL2 switching possibility. 

When studying the history, this sentence was introduced by the editor just as a part of the introductory section, to introduce the role of the signalling bearer.  When the Q.2630.1 protocol was selected, there was no restriction agreed in the use of this protocol (e.g. to exclude AAL2 switching).

Alternatives 

One alternative need to be selected, if needed, by voting.

A) 

The R99 specifications are understood to allow, and should allow, the use of AAL2 switching on Iur and Iub. Therefore, the ambiguous sentence of the introductory sections 7.1 and 8.1 should be corrected by approving CR XXX.

B)

The R99 specifications are understood to not allow, and should not allow, the use of AAL2 switching on Iur and Iub. Therefore, to further clarify the specifications, the CR(s) XXX should be approved to clarify that AAL2 switching is excluded from Iur and Iub.

� Q.2630 consists of a main body and an annex. The annex specifies a non-switched scenario, whereas the main body includes a switched scenario.
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