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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply.

Relocation of SRNS: relocation of SRNS is a UMTS functionality used to relocate the serving RNS role from one RNS to another RNS. This UMTS functionality is realised by several elementary procedures executed in several interfaces and by several protocols and it may involve a change in the radio resources used between UTRAN and UE

It is also possible to relocate the serving RNS role from:

-
one RNS within UMTS to another relocation target external to UMTS;

-
functionality equivalent to the serving RNS role from another relocation source external to UMTS to another RNS.

Serving RNS (SRNS): role an RNS can take with respect to a specific connection between an UE and UTRAN. There is one Serving RNS for each UE that has a connection to UTRAN. The Serving RNS is in charge of the radio connection between a UE and the UTRAN. The Serving RNS terminates the Iu for this UE

Serving RNC (SRNC): SRNC is the RNC belonging to SRNS

SRNC-ID: see [3] for definition

S-RNTI: see [3] for definition
Source RNS: role, with respect to a specific connection between UTRAN and CN, that RNS takes when it decides to initiate a relocation of SRNS

Source RNC: source RNC is the RNC belonging to source RNS
Target RNS: role an RNS gets with respect to a specific connection between UTRAN and CN when it is being a subject of a relocation of SRNS which is being made towards that RNS

Target RNC: target RNC is the RNC belonging to target RNS

Elementary Procedure: RANAP protocol consists of Elementary Procedures (EPs). An Elementary Procedure is a unit of interaction between the RNS and the CN. These Elementary Procedures are defined separately and are intended to be used to build up complete sequences in a flexible manner. If the independence between some EPs is restricted, it is described under the relevant EP description. Unless otherwise stated by the restrictions, the EPs may be invoked independently of each other as stand alone procedures, which can be active in parallel. Examples on using several RANAP EPs together with each other and EPs from other interfaces can be found in reference [4].
An EP consists of an initiating message and possibly a response message. Three kinds of EPs are used:

-
Class 1: Elementary Procedures with response (success and/or failure).

-
Class 2: Elementary Procedures without response.

-
Class 3: Elementary Procedures with possibility of multiple responses.

For Class 1 EPs, the types of responses can be as follows:

Successful:

-
A signalling message explicitly indicates that the elementary procedure successfully completed with the receipt of the response.

Unsuccessful:

-
A signalling message explicitly indicates that the EP failed.

-
On time supervision expiry (i.e. absence of expected response).

Successful and Unsuccessful:

-
One signalling message reports both successful and unsuccessful outcome for the different included requests.

Class 2 EPs are considered always successful.

Class 3 EPs have one or several response messages reporting both successful, unsuccessful outcome of the requests and temporary status information about the requests. This type of EP only terminates through response(s) or EP timer expiry.

********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

6
Services Expected from Signalling Transport

Signalling transport (ref. [5]) shall provide two different service modes for the RANAP.

1.
Connection oriented data transfer service. This service is supported by a signalling connection between RNC and CN domain. It shall be possible to dynamically establish and release signalling connections based on the need. Each active UE shall have its own signalling connection. The signalling connection shall provide in sequence delivery of RANAP messages. RANAP shall be notified if the signalling connection breaks.

2.
Connectionless data transfer service. RANAP shall be notified in case a RANAP message did not reach the intended peer RANAP entity.

********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

8.11
SRNS Context Transfer

8.11.1
General

The purpose of the SRNS Context Transfer procedure is to trigger the transfer of SRNS contexts from the source RNC to the CN (PS domain) in case of inter system forward handover. The procedure uses connection oriented signalling.

8.11.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 1: SRNS Context Transfer procedure

The CN shall initiate the procedure by sending a SRNS CONTEXT REQUEST message to the source RNC. The SRNS CONTEXT REQUEST message shall include the list of RABs whose contexts should be transferred.

The source RNC shall respond to the CN with a SRNS CONTEXT RESPONSE message containing the RAB Context information for the referenced RABs. For each RAB, the following information elements shall be included:

-
RAB ID;

-
the sequence number for the next downlink GTP‑PDU to be sent to the UE i.e. DL GTP-PDU Sequence Number;

-
the sequence number for the next uplink GTP‑PDU to be tunnelled to the GGSN i.e. UL GTP-PDU Sequence Number;

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next downlink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been sent to the UE by a source system  i.e. DL N-PDU Sequence Number IE;

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next uplink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been expected from the UE by a source system  i.e. UL N-PDU Sequence Number IE.

Transmission and reception of the SRNS CONTEXT RESPONSE message shall terminate the procedure in the UTRAN and the CN respectively.

8.11.3
Unsuccessful Operation

The RAB ID for each RAB for which UTRAN is not able to transfer the RAB context is included in the SRNS Context Response message together with a Cause IE, e.g. Invalid RAB ID.

8.11.4
Abnormal Conditions

8.12
SRNS Data Forwarding Initiation

8.12.1
General

The purpose of the SRNS Data Forwarding procedure is to trigger the transfer of N-PDUs from the RNC to the CN (PS domain) in case of inter system forward handover. The procedure uses connection oriented signalling.

8.12.2
Successful Operation


[image: image3.wmf]CN

RNC

SRNS DATA FORWARD COMMAND


Figure 2: SRNS Data Forwarding Initiation procedure

CN initiates the procedure by sending SRNS DATA FORWARD COMMAND message to UTRAN. SRNS DATA FORWARD COMMAND message includes the list of RABs whose data should be forwarded and the necessary information for establishing a GTP tunnel to be used for data forwarding.

Upon reception of SRNS DATA FORWARD COMMAND RNC starts the timer TDATAfwd.

8.12.3
Abnormal Conditions

8.13
SRNS Context Forwarding from Source RNC to CN

8.13.1
General

The purpose of this procedure is to transfer SRNS contexts from the source RNC to the CN (PS domain) in case of handover via the CN. The procedure uses connection oriented signalling. SRNS contexts are sent for each concerned RAB and contain the sequence numbers of the GTP-PDUs next to be transmitted in the uplink and downlink directions and the next PDCP sequence numbers that would have been used to send and receive data from the UE.

8.13.2
Successful Operation


[image: image4.wmf]CN

Source RNC

FORWARD SRNS CONTEXT


Figure 3: SRNS Context forwarding from source RNC to CN

The source RNC initialises the procedure by sending FORWARD SRNS CONTEXT message to the CN. The FORWARD SRNS CONTEXT message contains the RAB Context information for each referenced RAB. For each RAB the following information is included:

-
the sequence number for the next downlink GTP‑PDU to be sent to the UE, and 

-
the sequence number for the next uplink GTP‑PDU to be tunnelled to the GGSN;

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next uplink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been expected from the UE by a source system i.e. UL N-PDU Sequence Number IE;

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next downlink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been sent to the UE by a source system i.e. DL N-PDU Sequence Number IE.

8.13.3
Abnormal Conditions

8.14
SRNS Context Forwarding to Target RNC from CN

8.14.1
General

The purpose of this procedure is to transfer SRNS contexts from the CN (PS domain) to the target RNC in case of handover via the CN. The procedure uses connection oriented signalling. SRNS contexts are sent for each referenced RAB and contain the sequence numbers of the GTP-PDUs next to be transmitted in the uplink and downlink directions and the next PDCP sequence numbers that would have been used to send and receive data from the UE.

8.14.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 4: SRNS Context forwarding to target RNC from CN

The CN initialises the procedure by sending FORWARD SRNS CONTEXT message to the target RNC. The FORWARD SRNS CONTEXT message contains the RAB Context information for each referenced RAB. For each RAB the following information is included:

-
the sequence number for the next downlink GTP‑PDU to be sent to the UE, and 

-
the sequence number for the next uplink GTP‑PDU to be tunnelled to the GGSN; 

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next uplink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been expected from the UE by a source system  i.e.UL N-PDU Sequence Number IE;

-
the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next downlink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been sent to the UE by a source system  i.e. DL N-PDU Sequence Number IE.

8.14.3
Abnormal Conditions

********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

9.1.31
DATA VOLUME REPORT REQUEST

This message is sent by the CN to request unsuccessfully transmitted data volumes for specific RABs.

Direction: CN ( RNC.

Signalling bearer mode: Connection oriented.

IE/Group Name
Presence
Range
IE type and reference
Semantics description
Criticality
Assigned Criticality

Message Type
M

9.2.1.1

YES
ignore

RABs Data Volume Report

1 to <maxnoofRABs>


EACH
ignore

>RAB ID
M

9.2.1.2

-


Range bound
Explanation

maxnoofRABs
Maximum no. of RABs for one UE. Value is 256.

********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

9.2.1.24
Source ID

Source ID identifies the source for the relocation of SRNS. The Source ID may be e.g. Source RNC-ID or serving cell ID.

IE/Group Name
Presence
Range
IE type and reference
Semantics description

Choice Source ID





>Source RNC-ID
C - ifUMTStarget




>>PLMN-ID
M

OCTET STRING (SIZE (3))
- digits 0 to 9, two digits per octet,

- each digit encoded 0000 to 1001,

- 1111 used as filler

- bit 4 to 1 of octet n encoding digit 2n-1

- bit 8 to 5 of octet n encoding digit 2n

-The PLMN-ID consists of 3 digits from MCC followed by either 
-a filler plus 2 digits from MNC (in case of 2 digit MNC) or 
-3 digits from MNC (in case of a 3 digit MNC).

>>RNC-ID
M

INTEGER (0..4095)


>SAI
C - ifGSMtarget

9.2.3.9


********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

9.2.1.33
DL N-PDU Sequence Number

This IE indicates the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next downlink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been sent to the UE by a source system.

IE/Group Name
Presence
Range
IE type and reference
Semantics description

DL N-PDU Sequence Number
M

INTEGER (0 ..65535)
This IE indicates the sequence number of the next DL N-PDU that would have been sent to the UE by a source system.

This is the 16 bit sequence number.

9.2.1.34
UL N-PDU Sequence Number

This IE indicates the radio interface sequence number (PDCP) [17] of the next uplink N-PDU (PDCP SDU) that would have been expected from the UE by a source system.

IE/Group Name
Presence
Range
IE type and reference
Semantics description

UL N-PDU Sequence Number
M

I INTEGER (0 ..65535)
This IE indicates the sequence number of the next UL N-PDU that would have been expected from the UE by a source system.

This is the 16 bit sequence number.

********           NEXT MODIFIED SECTION           ********

9.3
Message and Information Element Abstract Syntax (with ASN.1)

9.3.0
General

RANAP ASN.1 definition conforms with [14] and [15].
The ASN.1 definition specifies the structure and content of RANAP messages. RANAP messages can contain any IEs specified in the object set definitions for that message without the order or number of occurrence being restricted by ASN.1. However, for this version of the standard, a sending entity shall construct a RANAP message according to the PDU definitions module and with the following additional rules (Note that in the following IE means an IE in the object set with an explicit id. If one IE needed to appear more than once in one object set, then the different occurrences have different IE ids):

· IEs shall be ordered (in an IE container) in the order they appear in object set definitions..

· Object set definitions specify how many times IEs may appear. An IE shall appear exactly once if the presence field in an object has value "mandatory". An IE may appear at most once if the presence field in an object has value "optional" or "conditional". If in a tabular format there is multiplicity specified for an IE (i.e. an IE list) then in the corresponding ASN.1 definition the list definition is separated into two parts. The first part defines an IE container list where the list elements reside. The second part defines list elements. The IE container list appears as an IE of its own. For this version of the standard an IE container list may contain only one kind of list elements.

If a RANAP message that is not constructed as defined above is received, this shall be considered as Abstract Syntax Error, and the message shall be handled as defined for Abstract Syntax Error in section 10.

Section 9.3 presents the Abstract Syntax of RANAP protocol with ASN.1. In case there is contradiction between the ASN.1 definition in this section and the tabular format in sections 9.1 and 9.2, the ASN.1 shall take precedence, except for the definition of conditions for the presence of conditional elements, where the tabular format shall take precedence.
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