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Introduction
RAN3 received the following LS from RAN2 [1], which falls under the intersection of RedCap and SDT:
	RAN2 would like to inform that in Rel-18, RAN2 intends to allow configuring extended DRX (eDRX) beyond 10.24 sec in RRC_INACTIVE together with SDT features (including MO and/or MT versions of SDT).


Regarding this, in the past, there were multiple LS exchanges and RAN3 sent LS replies as follows [2][3]:
	RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS and the accompanying CRs for the support of long eDRX for RRC_INACTIVE state with MT communication handling in CN. RAN3 would like to provide the following feedback on SA2’s questions and the ENs in S2-2209675:
1. On the triggering criteria for gNB sending a CN based MT communication handling request to CN, it is decided by RAN3 to leave it to network implementation.
2. On the NGAP message from NG-RAN node to AMF providing the eDRX information for RRC_INACTIVE and requesting the CN to handle the MT communication (Figure 4.8.1.1a-1 steps 2 and 6), RAN3 has made an early agreement to use a class 1 procedure. The details of this class 1 procedure will be discussed by RAN3 during the WI phase next year.
3. When the NG-RAN sends an N2 Notification to the AMF indicating the UE is in RRC_CONNECTED (Figure 4.8.2.2-1 step 3b.1), RAN3 also discussed the possibility to reuse the NGAP class 2 procedure RRC INACTIVE TRANSITION REPORT message defined in TS 38.413 to indicate AMF that the UE is back to RRC_CONNECTED state, but RAN3 has not reached an agreement. RAN3 will continue the discussion during the WI phase next year.
4. When the AMF sends an N2 message to NG-RAN node with the request for the UE to be transitioned to RRC_CONNECTED (Figure 4.8.2.2b-1 step 2), RAN3 has not yet made a decision whether the existing NGAP CN Paging procedure should be enhanced to support CN Triggered RAN Paging with CN based MT communication handling, or if a new NGAP notification procedure should be defined to trigger RAN paging with CN based MT communication handling. RAN3 will continue the discussion during the WI phase next year.

In general, RAN3 will continue discussing the overall functional impacts of CN based MT communication handling on the RAN3 specifications, such as the addition of new IE in the “Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE” IE to indicate CN capability of MT communication handling with long eDRX for RRC_INACTIVE, the XnAP and the F1AP impacts during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase next year (as agreed in RP-222675).



	RAN3 thanks SA2 for their LS and agreed CRs on update of CN based MT handling. 
RAN3 would like to clarify that the scope of the first answer from previous reply RAN3 LS (S2-2300055/R3-226776), i.e., the triggering criteria for gNB sending a CN based MT communication handling request to CN, is for eDRX cycle lengths larger than 10.24s.


Based on the above progresses and also considering SA2 progresses [4-8], in this contribution, we discuss this RAN2 agreement of having eDRX > 10.24s and SDT at the same time and provide our views on RAN3 impacts with respect to the SDT framework devised in Rel-17 and currently on-going in Rel-18. 
Discussion
According to the SA2 progresses [4-8], we discuss RAN3 impacts based on three parts. 
  When CN based MT communication begins
[bookmark: _Hlk130176869]According to the latest TS 23.502 CR3685r1 [8], the following Figure 4.8.1.1a-1 depicts on how CN based MT communication is initiated from NG-RAN:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Figure 4.8.1.1a-1: NG-RAN initiated Connection Inactive procedure with CN based MT communication handling
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[bookmark: _Hlk129617375]As RAN3 already informed to SA2 [2], the stage-3 details of step 2 and step 6 and their class-1 NGAP procedure initiated by NG-RAN will be discussed during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase. 
But here the question should be what RAN3 impacts are foreseen into the SDT framework devised in Rel-17 for Mobile Originated scenarios (and currently on-going in Rel-18 for Mobile Terminated scenarios) when SDT is configured to the UE together with eDRX > 10.24s in step 1a or step 7. 
In this beginning phase, we see no additional RAN3 impacts into the SDT framework:
· SDT works in RRC INACTIVE while the UE remains in CM-CONNECTED, and it is a feature transparent to CN. The decision to configure SDT is purely on RAN side, where it is also NG-RAN who makes decision in configuring eDRX > 10.24s with the UE and requests MT buffering toward CN (as shown in the above figure). It should be also left up to NR-RAN implementation whether to configure eDRX > 10.24s and SDT together or not when applicable. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk130177042]If CN does not support MT buffering, then NG-RAN could know by enhancing the Core Network Assistance Information for RRC INACTIVE IE in NGAP as mentioned in RAN3 reply LS [2]. This means that, if NG-RAN knows CN does not support MT buffering, NG-RAN will not trigger steps 2/6 from the beginning. In this case, there will be no MT buffering in CN and, if SDT is configured together to the UE via step 1a or step 7, everything would work as expected within the SDT framework assuming that RAN can do buffering for a longer time (as business as usual). 
· And (not directly related to SDT but), SA2’s stage-2 CRs for TS 23.501 [4][6] already mentioned that it is anyway up to RAN implementation whether to trigger the step 2, and there also described the consequence when step 2 is not triggered in case eDRX > 10.24s was already configured with the UE (or to be configured):
	[bookmark: _Toc20150111][bookmark: _Toc27846911][bookmark: _Toc36188042][bookmark: _Toc45183947][bookmark: _Toc47342789][bookmark: _Toc51769491][bookmark: _Toc122440650]5.31.7.2.1	Overview
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
[bookmark: _Hlk124842784]If an eDRX cycle is applied in RRC-INACTIVE, the RAN can buffer DL packets up to the duration of the eDRX cycle chosen by NG-RAN if the eDRX cycle does not last more than 10.24 seconds. Otherwise if the eDRX cycle lasts more than 10.24s, based on implementation the NG-RAN may send an indication to the AMF if the AMF supports the indication for the CN to handle mobile terminated (MT) communication, and the CN can then handle mobile terminated (MT) communication as specified in clause 5.31.7.2.4 and apply high latency communication as specified in clause 5.31.8.
NOTE 4:	It is up to NG-RAN implementation when to send the indication for the CN to handle mobile terminated (MT) communication to the AMF.
NOTE 5:	If the indication that the UE is transitioning to RRC-INACTIVE state is not sent (or sent after UE has entered RRC-INACTIVE state) by the NG-RAN then until CN receives it the CN cannot apply the high latency communication functionality, other NFs will not be aware of the UE reachability, certain high latency communication related services provided to the AF via NEF would not be available, NAS message delivery might fail and downlink data in RAN might be lost.


This is also another reason why the decision to configure SDT together with eDRX > 10.24s should be left up to NG-RAN implementation, and also the reason why, if the step 2 is not triggered, then the subsequent SDT procedures would simply follow as normal (without MT buffering in CN) regardless of eDRX > 10.24s or not.   
Based on the above observations, we thus propose the following:
Proposal 1: In the configuration beginning phase of SDT and eDRX > 10.24s, no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on the SDT framework:
· Everything starts from the decision from NG-RAN. For eDRX > 10.24s, it is left up to NG-RAN implementation whether to request MT buffering to CN or not (as captured in SA2). 
· SDT is a feature transparent to CN, and it should be also left up to NR-RAN implementation whether to configure eDRX > 10.24s and SDT together or not (as business as usual). 
· If CN is not requested for MT buffering for eDRX > 10.24s, then simply there will not be CN MT buffering as captured in SA2, and everything would work as expected within the SDT framework assuming that RAN can do buffering for a longer time.

  When SDT is initiated from the UE (triggered by MO-SDT or MT-SDT)
[bookmark: _Hlk130177249]After the UE was configured with SDT and eDRX > 10.24s, SDT may be initiated from the UE. The case when the UE resumes during INACTIVE is depicted in Figure 4.8.2.2 in TS 23.502, updated from the SA2’s TS 23.502 CR3555r1 [5] and CR3822r1 [7] as in the following: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Figure 4.8.2.2-1: Connection Resume in RRC Inactive
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
3.	NG-RAN to UE: RRC messages.
	The NG-RAN confirms to the UE that the UE has entered RRC_CONNECTED state and the RRC connection is resumed, see clause 9.2.2.4.1 of TS 38.300 [9].
4b.	[Conditional] N2 Notification,
4b.1	If the accessed NG-RAN is the same as the NG-RAN that configured RRC Inactive and still has the UE context, NG-RAN send an N2 Notification to the AMF indicating the UE is in RRC_CONNECTED, if an AMF requested N2 Notification (see clause 4.8.3) or Connection Inactive procedure with CN based MT communication handling (see clause 4.8.1.1a) has been performed previously.
4b.2	The AMF invokes Nsmf_PDUSession_UpdateSMContext Request towards SMF indicating the Downlink data delivery for each PDU session with active user plane, if the AMF has requested data buffering as described in clause 4.8.1.1a.
4b.3	N4 session modification procedure is triggered by the SMF. If data buffering is handled in the UPF, the SMF updates the UPF with appropriate rules to trigger data delivery.
4b.4	The SMF sends the Nsmf_PDUSession_UpdateSMContext response.
4b.5	The AMF sends the N2 response to NG-RAN.
Editor's note:	Whether the N2 message to be used is a new message or an existing message, e.g. N2 notification, needs coordination with RAN WGs considering also if it's NGAP class 1 or class 2 procedure.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Considering the usage of above resume procedure defined by SA2 also for SDT, the resume initiation from the UE (step 1) could be triggered based on Rel-17 MO-SDT or based on Rel-18 MT-SDT. But regardless, we also do not see any impacts on the SDT framework in RAN3 for this initiation phase. 
[bookmark: _Hlk129610280][bookmark: _Hlk130182751]First, regarding the step 4b.1 (and its response in step 4b.5), RAN3 discussed a bit based on SA2 LS already, and anyway will work on the corresponding stage-3 details during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase (as already replied to SA2 in [2]). Basically, the main purpose of step 4b.1 is to request CN that now is the time to release MT buffering (because it has previously requested CN to do MT buffering). It may be triggered when the UE is fully moved to RRC_CONNECTED, but as described in step 4b.1, it is because in this case AMF requested to do so. With this, for SDT, what RAN needs to do (after successful verification of the UE) is basically the same to trigger the step 4b.1 and request CN to release MT buffering, so that any DL data buffered in UPF can be sent to RAN. The subsequent procedures for the on-going SDT session (e.g. any UL/DL data transfer followed up by the SDT termination e.g. by RRCRelease) would follow as normal.
In fact, the name of step 4b.1 over N2 (saying RRC_CONNECTED) is correct at the moment in a sense that SA2 currently assumes that RAN’s MT buffering release request to CN is triggered only when the UE (who was configured with eDRX > 10.24s in RRC_INACTIVE) is fully resumed and moved to RRC_CONNECTED. Namely, currently SA2 assumes only for the “legacy” resume when the UE was configured with eDRX > 10.24 (as SDT has been a transparent feature from SA2/CN side). This is why the above figure describes that step 4b.1 happens after step 3, saying “the UE has entered RRC_CONNECTED state and the RRC connection is resumed”. This assumption from SA2 can be also found from the following descriptions in the SA2’s stage-2 CRs agreed [4]: 
	5.31.7.2.4	Paging for extended DRX for RRC-INACTIVE in NR connected to 5GC
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
When the UE enters RRC-CONNECTED state if the NG-RAN had indicated to the CN about the RRC-INACTIVE state, NG-RAN informs the AMF that the UE is now in RRC-CONNECTED state as specified in clause 4.8.2.2 of TS 23.502 [3]. The AMF then informs other NFs that the UE is now reachable using the high latency communication functions as specified in clause 5.31.8 and MT data and signaling can be delivered to the UE.


However, this actually goes against the principle of SDT where UL/DL data transfer with the UE is allowed without transitioning to RRC_CONNETED. When SDT was configured together, as mentioned above, after the successful verification of the UE, the step 4b.1 (and its response in step 4b.5) shall happen before the SDT session is terminated, and while the UE is still in INACTIVE state during the SDT session. The final RRC state of the UE could be fully resumed (i.e. UE is transition to CONNECTED) or kept in INACTIVE or release to IDLE, depending on the scenario (full UE context relocation; partial UE context relocation; the UE resumes toward the same last serving gNB), for which are all clearly captured in our stage-2 TS 38.300. When SA2 receives the RAN2 LS [1], SA2 is likely to amend the above figure accordingly and descriptions which were originally based on the legacy resume only. RAN3 can wait for SA2 to update and amend their specs. In the meantime, RAN3 could focus its work on the stage-3 details of step 4b.1 (and its response in step 4b.5), where the last serving gNB requests CN to release MT buffering so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE, which is anyway required for eDRX > 10.24s regardless of whether SDT is configured together or not.
With this, we also see no additional impact on UL NAS PDU or UL data handling within NG-RAN and their transfer to CN during the SDT session. During INACTIVE, NGAP connection and NG-U tunnels are maintained between CN and the last serving gNB. And MT buffering feature in CN for eDRX > 10.24s is, as it literally says, for “mobile terminated”. During an SDT session, handling and transfer of UL NAS PDU or UL data received from the UE toward CN would not impacted by this CN MT buffering feature devised for eDRX > 10.24s. As mentioned above, all the NG-RAN needs to do is to request CN to release MT buffering so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE.
Based on the above observations, we thus propose the following:
Proposal 2: When SDT is initiated from the UE (by MO-SDT or MT-SDT), regardless of scenarios (full UE context relocation; partial UE context relocation; the UE resumes toward the same last serving gNB), no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on the SDT framework:
· During INACTIVE, NGAP connection and NG-U tunnels are maintained between CN and the last serving gNB. The MT buffering feature in CN for eDRX > 10.24s is, literally, for “mobile terminated”. During a SDT session (which works in INACTIVE), handling and transfer of UL NAS PDU or UL data received from the UE toward CN would not be impacted by this CN MT buffering feature (devised for eDRX > 10.24s). 
· Only impact would be on the request from the last serving gNB to CN to release MT buffering in CN (so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE), where RAN3 already discussed based on SA2 LS, and will work on its stage-3 details during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase. If requested successfully, then any DL data buffered in UPF will be sent to RAN and if SDT was configured and initiated, the subsequent procedures for the on-going SDT session (e.g. any UL/DL data transfer followed up by the SDT termination) would follow as normal. 
· SA2 currently assumes that RAN’s MT buffering release request to CN is triggered only for the legacy resume, i.e. when the UE (who was configured with eDRX > 10.24s) is fully resumed and moved to RRC_CONNECTED, which goes against the principle of SDT where UL/DL data transfer is allowed without transitioning to RRC_CONNETED. However, upon receiving RAN2 LS [1], SA2 is likely to amend their specs accordingly. In the meantime, all RAN3 needs to do would be to simply work on the stage-3 details of step 4b.1 (and its response in step 4b.5), where the last serving gNB requests CN to release MT buffering so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE, which is anyway required for eDRX > 10.24s regardless of whether SDT is configured together or not.

  NW triggered connection resume and MT-SDT
After the MT buffering was requested in CN and when CN receives DL data, the next question would be on whether there is any impact on Rel-18 MT-SDT handling currently under development in RAN3. This aspect is depicted in Figure 4.8.2.2b-1 in TS 23.502, updated from the SA2’s TS 23.502 CR3555r1 [5] as in the following:
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Figure 4.8.2.2b-1: Network Triggered Connection Resume for UE in RRC Inactive with CN based MT communication handling
1a.	When downlink data is received and the SMF/UPF is requested to perform buffering as specified in clause 4.8.1.1a, the UPF/SMF checks with AMF for the possibility of data delivery, similar to step 2 of clause 4.24.2 with the following differences:
-	The AMF determines if the UE is reachable based on the stored eDRX cycle value for RRC_INACTIVE state provided by NG-RAN in clause 4.8.1.1a. If the UE is unreachable, the AMF provides the Estimated Maximum Wait time in the response message based on the eDRX cycle value for RRC INACTIVE in AMF (steps 2-5 are skipped). If the UE is considered reachable, step 2 is triggered.
NOTE: This handling is similar to CM-IDLE with eDRX. When the AMF provides the Estimated Maximum Wait time, it can consider the time needed for RRC level procedures (e.g. RRC RNA update procedure) when UE wakes up from the eDRX cycle.
2.	The AMF sends an N2 message to NG-RAN with the request for the UE to be transitioned to RRC_CONNECTED.
Editor’s note:	Whether the N2 message to be used is a new message or an existing message, e.g. N2 notification, needs coordination with RAN WG.
3.	NG-RAN performs RAN paging towards the UE.
4.	When the UE receives RAN paging, it initiates the UE triggered Connection Resume procedure and NG-RAN notifies CN as specified in clause 4.8.2.2 including the N2 Notification in step 3b.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Here, the key is on step 2, where AMF sends DL data arrival notification to the last serving gNB. This N2 notification to RAN is inevitable because DL data is buffered in CN. 
Though currently it is described that the step 2 is triggered when DL data is received, but according to the SA2’s stage-2 description [4], the step 2 is also applicable for DL NAS PDU as well:
	5.31.7.2.4	Paging for extended DRX for RRC-INACTIVE in NR connected to 5GC
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
When MT data or signalling arrives for a UE in RRC-INACTIVE state, the other NFs communicate with the AMF for delivery of MT data or signalling. The AMF calculates the UE reachability based on the eDRX cycle value for RRC-INACTIVE state provided by NG-RAN and triggers NG-RAN paging via an N2 message if the UE is considered reachable as specified in clause 4.8.2.2b of TS 23.502 [3], otherwise the AMF informs other NFs applying high latency communication functions as specified in clause 5.31.8 based on eDRX cycle  for RRC-INACTIVE (e.g. an Estimated Maximum Wait Time is calculated based on eDRX cycle value for RRC-INACTIVE).


Moreover, currently the step 2 is described as “request for the UE to be transitioned to RRC_CONNECTED”. However, as observed in Section 2.2, the final RRC state in the current SDT framework after the UE is paged and resumed is up to NG-RAN implementation, which means that this step 2 notification should not enforce the last serving gNB to make the UE always moved to full resumption. This step 2 basically needs to be limited for the purpose of simply notifying DL signalling arrival or DL data (e.g. including related QFI information) to the last serving gNB, whose stage-3 detail is to be worked out during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase (as already indicated so by the RAN3 reply LS [2]). 
Other than this step 2, we do not see any impacts on Rel-18 MT-SDT when eDRX > 10.24s was configured together. When the step 2 is received, the last serving gNB just needs to initiate RAN paging (as described in step 3). In doing so, the last serving gNB may decide to trigger legacy paging or MT-SDT paging, but again it should be up to implementation and there is no reason to enforce MT-SDT paging in RAN side even if the UE is MT-SDT capable and the last serving gNB supports the MT-SDT functionality. Once the UE is paged, then everything would follow as discussed before. 
Based on the above observations, we thus propose the following:
Proposal 3: In case of NW triggered connection resume, no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on Rel-18 MT-SDT framework (that agreed to re-use Rel-17 MO-SDT framework after the UE is paged):
· Only impact would be on DL data or DL signalling notification over NGAP from CN with MT buffering (applicable only when the UE was configured with eDRX > 10.24s and NG-RAN explicitly requested MT buffering in CN), where RAN3 already discussed based on SA2 LS, and will work on its stage-3 details during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase.
· Upon receiving this NGAP notification from AMF, the last serving gNB just needs to initiate RAN paging. In doing so, the last serving gNB may decide to trigger legacy paging or MT-SDT paging (up to implementation). And once the UE is paged, then Rel-17 MO-SDT would follow (as agreed in Rel-18 MT-SDT) and no SDT impacts are foreseen specific for eDRX > 10.24s.

  LS response
Based on the above discussions and analysis, we have shown that no RAN3 specific impacts are additionally foreseen on Rel-17/18 SDT frameworks when eDRX > 10.24s is configured together with SDT. As already discussed from LS exchanges with SA2 [2-3] in the past and also considering their progresses [4-8], only some necessary changes to support MT buffering in CN for eDRX > 10.24s over NGAP needs to be addressed in RAN3, which can be worked out during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase. As a result, we thus propose the following LS reply to RAN2 in [9] (captured below): 
Proposal 4: RAN3 to reply to RAN2 as in the following:
RAN3 thanks RAN2 for the LS. RAN3 discussed the impacts of having eDRX > 10.24s and SDT configured together for a UE in Rel-18. 
During the NR_redcap_enh WI phase, RAN3 will continue working on the necessary changes to support MT buffering in CN and continue discussing potential changes on eDRX > 10.24s handling due to the support of Rel-17 and Rel-18 SDT. 

Conclusion
Based on the above discussions and analysis in the present contribution, we propose the followings for the RAN2 LS on having eDRX > 10.24s and SDT at the same time [1] and its impacts on Rel-17/18 SDT framework in RAN3: 
Proposal 1: In the configuration beginning phase of SDT and eDRX > 10.24s, no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on the SDT framework:
· Everything starts from the decision from NG-RAN. For eDRX > 10.24s, it is left up to NG-RAN implementation whether to request MT buffering to CN or not (as captured in SA2). 
· SDT is a feature transparent to CN, and it should be also left up to NR-RAN implementation whether to configure eDRX > 10.24s and SDT together or not (as business as usual). 
· If CN is not requested for MT buffering for eDRX > 10.24s, then simply there will not be CN MT buffering as captured in SA2, and everything would work as expected within the SDT framework assuming that RAN can do buffering for a longer time.
Proposal 2: When SDT is initiated from the UE (by MO-SDT or MT-SDT), regardless of scenarios (full UE context relocation; partial UE context relocation; the UE resumes toward the same last serving gNB), no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on the SDT framework:
· During INACTIVE, NGAP connection and NG-U tunnels are maintained between CN and the last serving gNB. The MT buffering feature in CN for eDRX > 10.24s is, literally, for “mobile terminated”. During a SDT session (which works in INACTIVE), handling and transfer of UL NAS PDU or UL data received from the UE toward CN would not be impacted by this CN MT buffering feature (devised for eDRX > 10.24s). 
· Only impact would be on the request from the last serving gNB to CN to release MT buffering in CN (so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE), where RAN3 already discussed based on SA2 LS, and will work on its stage-3 details during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase. If requested successfully, then any DL data buffered in UPF will be sent to RAN and if SDT was configured and initiated, the subsequent procedures for the on-going SDT session (e.g. any UL/DL data transfer followed up by the SDT termination) would follow as normal. 
· SA2 currently assumes that RAN’s MT buffering release request to CN is triggered only for the legacy resume, i.e. when the UE (who was configured with eDRX > 10.24s) is fully resumed and moved to RRC_CONNECTED, which goes against the principle of SDT where UL/DL data transfer is allowed without transitioning to RRC_CONNETED. However, upon receiving RAN2 LS [1], SA2 is likely to amend their specs accordingly. In the meantime, all RAN3 needs to do would be to simply work on the stage-3 details of step 4b.1 (and its response in step 4b.5), where the last serving gNB requests CN to release MT buffering so that DL transactions can be resumed for the UE, which is anyway required for eDRX > 10.24s regardless of whether SDT is configured together or not.
Proposal 3: In case of NW triggered connection resume, no additional RAN3 impacts are foreseen on Rel-18 MT-SDT framework (that agreed to re-use Rel-17 MO-SDT framework after the UE is paged):
· Only impact would be on DL data or DL signalling notification over NGAP from CN with MT buffering (applicable only when the UE was configured with eDRX > 10.24s and NG-RAN explicitly requested MT buffering in CN), where RAN3 already discussed based on SA2 LS, and will work on its stage-3 details during the NR_redcap_enh WI phase.
· Upon receiving this NGAP notification from AMF, the last serving gNB just needs to initiate RAN paging. In doing so, the last serving gNB may decide to trigger legacy paging or MT-SDT paging (up to implementation). And once the UE is paged, then Rel-17 MO-SDT would follow (as agreed in Rel-18 MT-SDT) and no SDT impacts are foreseen specific for eDRX > 10.24s.

Based on the above proposals, we propose to reply to RAN2 as follows:
Proposal 4: RAN3 to reply to RAN2 as in the following:
RAN3 thanks RAN2 for the LS. RAN3 discussed the impacts of having eDRX > 10.24s and SDT configured together for a UE in Rel-18. 
During the NR_redcap_enh WI phase, RAN3 will continue working on the necessary changes to support MT buffering in CN and continue discussing potential changes on eDRX > 10.24s handling due to the support of Rel-17 and Rel-18 SDT. 
The draft reply LS can be found in [9]. 
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