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1	Overall description
RAN3 thanks to SA2 for the LS on the study of long eDRX>10.24s cycle support for UE in RRC_INACTIVE state. RAN3 has discussed the aspects listed by SA2, and provided views as follows:

1) NG-RAN providing UE unreachability information to CN for MT data/signalling handling when UE is not reachable in RRC_INACTIVE state.
RAN3 answer: gNB should provide the INACTIVE eDRX cycle to CN to help CN determine whether the UE is reachable.

2) NG-RAN can handle a new NG_AP message to trigger RAN paging when UE is in RRC-INACTIVE.
RAN3 answer: Introducing a new NGAP message is feasible, but RAN3 understands that the new NGAP message may not be needed if CN sends the MT signalling or buffered data to RAN directly.

3) Including the UE context retrieval with data forwarding handling between NG-RAN nodes via CN. 
RAN3 answer: If Sol B is adopted, it is feasible to introduce a new mechanism for UE context retrieval and data forwarding between NG-RAN nodes via CN.

4) NG-RAN buffering capabilities of MT data for the duration of the eDRX cycle.
RAN3 answer: RAN3 don’t expect have additional buffering capabilities, compared to R17. There should be no extra requirement on RAN buffer capability to support a long INACTIVE eDRX cycle (>10.24s)

5) NG-RAN’s ability to perform UE context release procedure towards the AMF and locally releases the UE to RRC-IDLE when receiving DL NAS message and the UE is not reachable for a time period longer than 10.28s.
RAN3 answer: RAN3 don't expect to release the inactive UE to RRC_IDLE since releasing the UE to RRC_IDLE would not achieve the benefits of RRC_INACTIVE (i.e., fast connection resume) and deviate the benefits of long RRC_INACTIVE eDRX.

6) Alternative to (5): NG-RANs ability to only provide an indication to AMF when receiving DL NAS message and the UE is not reachable for a time period longer than 10.28s. The UE remains in RRC_INACTIVE.
[bookmark: _GoBack]RAN3 answer: RAN3 wonder the motivation for the indication and how the AMF would respond to the indication.


RAN3 will continue work on this topic during the formal RAN Redcap WI.
2	Actions
To SA2/RAN2: 
ACTION: 	RAN3 kindly asks SA2 and RAN2 to take the feedback above into account.
3	Dates of next RAN3 meetings
RAN3#117-bis-e	2022-10-10 - 2022-10-18


