3GPP TSG-RAN WG3 #114-e






R3-215851
1 November – 11 November 2021
Online
Agenda Item:
10.2.1.4
Source:
ZTE (moderator)
Title:
Summary of Offline Discussion on CB: # SONMDT2_UEHistoryInfor
Document for:
Approval

1 Introduction

CB: # SONMDT2_UEHistoryInfor
- How to retrieve SN UHI?
- Which node collects SN UHI?

- Correlation of MN and SN UHI
- Correlated MN and SN UHI from MN to SN is benefit?
- SN UHI information content

- Messages for UHI transfer
- Interface impact of SN UHI from UE

- Capture agreements and provide TPs if agreeable
(ZTE - moderator)

Summary of offline disc R3-215851
It is proposed to divide the discussion into two phases:

-
Phase 1: Identify the issues to be discussed in RAN3


Deadline: Please provide your views by 4:00am UTC Friday November 5th
-
Phase 2: Further discussion to capture agreements and open issues


Deadline: TBD pending on the outcome of Phase 1
2 For the Chairman’s Notes 
[TBD]
3 Phase 1 discussion 
3.1 How to retrieve SN UHI
In the last meeting, we have discussed seriously on the solutions to retrieve SN UHI. From moderator’s point of view, the detailed signaling design shall be discussed after we reach a consensus on the basic solution. The main controversial point is whether up-to-date SN UHI is needed and how to transfer up-to-date SN UHI. Based on the contributions, now we have 5 options as follows.

Option 1: MN initiates SN modification procedures to retrieve SN UHI before handover[3][10]. 

If SRB3 is allowed and delta configuration enabled, MN needs to trigger MN-initiated modification procedure before handover. Thus, no extra delay may be introduced to retrieve SN UHI using the same procedure. Some companies argue that if SRB3 is not allowed or delta config is not enabled, the latest SN UHI cannot be provided to target MN after source SN release using this option. However, it is noted that in the RAN2 #115 e-meeting, the following agreements were made. [10] believes that according to the agreements, UE can report the latest SN UHI to source MN if up-to-date SN UHI is need, and thus it is sufficient to use option 1 to retrieve SN UHI. 
	SN Related MHI Information:

2  RAN2 to confirm that the PSCell transition is part of MHI.

3  PSCell MHI is reported only to PCell.

4  UEInformationResponse message is used to convey the PSCell MHI to the MN.

5  Take Option 1 ‎(PSCell MHI nested within the PCell MHI) as baseline.


Option 2: MN is always aware of the latest SN UHI by subscribing to PSCell changes [9]
[9] believes that supporting MN subscription to PSCell changes has the advantages including: 1) help target MN to make informed decisions about DC and target SN to optimize PSCell selection, and 2) simplify CHO by ensuring up-to-date PSCell information at candidate NG-RAN nodes. However, this option may cause too much X2/Xn signalling, and the latest SN UHI is not always needed.

Option 3: Use new Xn message to transfer SN UHI after source SN release [16]
[16] proposes to transfer SN UHI via a new Xn message after handover preparation procedure, which is simple and clean. However, the main drawback of this option is latency which may delay the Ping pong decision made by target NG-RAN nodes. 
Option 4: Hybrid option 1&2 [2][4][6]
[2][4][6] proposes a hybrid option combing option 1 and option 2. If SRB3 is allowed and delta config enabled, SN UHI can be retrieved by the MN-initiated modification procedure. If SRB3 is not allowed or delta config is not enabled, SN UHI shall be included in the SN Modification Required message, so that it can be updated in the MN when the MN requests PSCell change notifications. This solution brings more Xn signalling in exchange for the decrease of handover delay. 
Option 5: Hybrid option 1&3 [5]
[5] proposes to use option 1 as baseline, and also use a new Xn message to transfer latest UHI to target NG-RAN nodes. The drawback of this option is the same as option 3, e.g. latency. 
Question 1: Companies are kindly asked which option above is preferred to retrieve SN UHI.
	Company
	Option
	Comment

	ZTE
	Option 1, 4
	Option 2 may introduce unnecessary signalling, option 3 and 5 have more specification impacts compared with the other options.

We think option 1 is sufficient, but we can accept option 4 as a compromise.

	Lenovo and Motorola Mobility
	Option 1
	For Option 2, it may cause much signalling and resource to transfer latest SN UHI from SN to MN if PSCell changes frequently. 

For Option 3, new Xn message(s) are introduced to transfer SN UHI after source SN release, which has more spec impact.

	CATT
	Option 4
	Option 2 can be used as a supplementation by supporting MN subscription to PSCell changes. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Question 2: Companies are kindly asked to indicate your least favorite option.
	Company
	Option
	Comment

	ZTE
	Option 2, 3, 5
	Same comment to Q1

	Lenovo and Motorola Mobility
	Option 2/3/5
	

	CATT
	Option 3,5
	It is too complex for target MN to update UHI when receiving the new updated message.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3.2 Correlation of MN and SN UHI

We have already agreed to include both MN and SN UHI in the handover request message during inter-MN handover. The remaining issue is whether to transfer correlated MN UHI and SN UHI or separate MN UHI and SN UHI. It seems to be majority view that correlated MN UHI and SN UHI shall be achieved by using a two-dimension structure, where PSCell information is listed within the related PCell information.
	MN and SN UHI shall be included in inter-MN handover message i.e. Handover Request message. It is FFS whether MN UHI and SN UHI will be separated Ies or a list of MN UHI containing a list of SN UHI.


According to the contributions, two options are proposed as follows. It is noted in the last meeting, RAN2 has agreed that the PSCell MHI is nested within the PCell MHI in the UE history from the UE. From moderator’s view, it could be better to choose option 1 to keep align with RAN2. Furthermore, additional information needs to be transferred to help target MN correlate the information if option 2 is used.
Option 1: Correlated MN and SN UHI using a nested structure shall be included in the handover request message. 

Option 2: Separate MN and SN UHI shall be included in the handover request message. Target MN will correlate these two information.
Question 3: Companies are kindly asked which option above is preferred. 
	Company
	Option
	Comment

	ZTE
	Option 1
	Option 1 is simpler since correlation only needs to be performed once, and no additional information is required. 

	Lenovo and Motorola Mobility
	Option 1
	It is better for source MN to make the correlation for MN UHI and SN UHI.

	CATT
	Option 1
	We already have a WA to use a two-dimensional structure which is captured in the chairman notes:

WA: Correlation of MN UHI and SN UHI could be realized via two-dimensional structure for UHI (PSCells history information are listed within each Pcell in the UHI); it may not be feasible on all interfaces.

Besides, we should also align with RAN2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4 Phase 2 discussion 
Based on outcome of phase 1 discussion and on-line discussion, the following open issues may be discussed in the phase 2 discussion.
- Correlated MN and SN UHI from MN to SN is benefit?

- Messages for UHI transfer

- SN UHI information content

- Interface impact of SN UHI from UE

- Stage 2/3 update

5 Conclusion, Recommendations [if needed]

If needed
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