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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 thanks RAN2 for the LS received in R2-2108914/R3-214683 on MBS broadcast service continuity and MBS session identification and would like to reply on question 1:
Question 1: Can an “MBS ID” (e.g. SAI) be defined for NR MBS for use in SIB and the upper layer signalling (e.g. USD), to avoid too many TMGIs from being broadcast in System Information?

RAN3 agrees that it is beneficial to introduce an MBS Service Area Identifier (MBS SAI) for NR MBS. In order to achieve an overall system approach, RAN3 agreed to use the MBS SAI as indication of the MBS service area to the NG-RAN.
The mapping between MBS SAI and cells served by a gNB should be performed by OAM, while a cell may support multiple MBS SAIs.
RAN3 would inform SA2 that RAN3 made a working assumption that a list of MBS Service Area Identifiers represents the only option to indicate the MBS service area to the NG-RAN, removing the currently specified options to indicate the MBS service area as a list of cell IDs or TAIs. RAN3 suggests that the MBS SAI should be defined as an identifier of at least 3 octets length. Therefore, but also from a system operation point of view, it would be beneficial to configure/specify MBS SAIs for NR MBS separate from MBMS SAIs defined for eMBMS.

2. Actions:
To RAN2 and SA2 group.
ACTION: 	RAN3 asks RAN2 and SA2 to take the above information into account and comment especially on the RAN3 assumptions.
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