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Only little has to be clarified to finalise the Rel-17 NTN work in RAN3, and the pace of this work may rather depend on the inventiveness on theoretical issues rather than on actual needs.
Nevertheless, there are still some items, commonly agreed to be still in an “open” status. One of them is the question on places in RAN3 specifications where cell identifications are signalled and for which no stage 2 specification text exists specifying whether it should be a mapped cell identity, or the cell identity used on the Uu interface.
This document aims at closing this open item.
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Current stage 2 BL CR contains the following statements, FFSs highlighted:
16.x.5 Signalling [FFS] 
The Cell Identity used in following cases corresponds to a fixed geographical area, irrespective of the orbit of the NTN payload or the types of service links supported. 
-	The Cell Identity indicated by the gNB to the Core Network as part of the User Location Information (as defined in TS 38.413 [26]);
-	The Cell Identity used for Paging Optimization in NG interface (as defined in TS 38.413 [26]);
-	The Cell Identity used for Area of Interest (as defined in TS 38.413 [26]);
-	The Cell Identity used for PWS (as defined in TS 38.413 [26]).
Editor’s note:	it is FFS whether the Cell Identity indicated by the gNB to the Core Network should be specified per function/procedure/feature as above.
The Cell Identity included within the target identification of the handover messages (as defined in TS 38.413 [26] and TS 38.423 [x]) allows identifying the correct target cell.
Editor’s note:	it is FFS whether the Cell Identity used in other cases is only allowed to correspond to a Uu Cell Identity or is allowed to correspond to both, a Uu and a fixed geographical area. 
Editor’s note:	It is FFS whether the RAN Paging Area as signalled over Xn includes a mapped cell ID, or a Uu cell ID.
Editor’s note:	 from rapporteur if the text stay as it is, the reference for TS 38.423 should be introduced in TS 38.300
The mapping between Cell Identities and geographical areas is configured in the RAN and Core Network. 
Editor’s note:	It is assumed that the method how the gNB derives the Cell Identity provided to the CN is a matter of implementation and configuration, and it is FFS whether this fact requires normative or informative specification text.

First a note on the completeness of statements above. We believe that for Xn/NG related signalling associated with a UE the statements cover all relevant cases. What is not explicitly stated above is the question on whether exchanging over Xn served cell and neighbour cell relations for NTN cells is ruled out or would need additional information on Xn. The relevant agreement still contains a hidden open item:
Solutions should not result in periodic configuration update on Xn; one way to achieve this is to provide a “super set” of served cell information and to associate cell information with a “validity time window”. Another way would be to rely on OAM.
The following is proposed to close the open items:
Proposal 1:	Specify in stage 2 that allocation of mapped and broadcast Cell Identifiers shall be performed in a way that the value ranges of mapped Cell Identifiers do not overlap with the value ranges of broadcast Cell Identifiers.
Observation 2:	With Proposal 2 and assuming the allocation of Cell Identifiers is made in a way that enables well configured gNBs to easily identify the nature of the Cell Identifier, would allow implementations to chose one or a combination of methods when deciding which kind of Cell Identifier to use for cases for which stage 2 does not prescribe the nature of the Cell Identifier.
With regards to the agreement containing a hidden open item, we believe that Rel-17 will not conclude with the mentioned additions to the Xn interface. Over time, it appears, RAN3 has learned that the most likely and also most efficient implementation will foresee a solution by OAM. Proposal 4 in the Conclusion section aims at modifying this agreement.
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Proposal 3:	Replace the agreement “Solutions should not result in periodic configuration update on Xn; one way to achieve this is to provide a “super set” of served cell information and to associate cell information with a “validity time window”. Another way would be to rely on OAM.” by “Solutions should not result in periodic configuration update on Xn; In Rel-17 this is achieved by relying on OAM.”. 
Further, this agreement should be captured in a NOTE in stage 2 BL CR. 
If this proposal is agreed, open issues from Agenda 20.2.1 and Agenda 20.2.3 shall be removed as well (“FFS on setting of CGI to mapped/Uu cell in other messages including handover signaling messages, if applicable, and in case neither is precluded, how nodes identify the type of CGI”, “How to manage neighbor cells which appear and disappear?”, “- The benefit of the Xn signaling based enhancement for cell relations handling needs to be clarified.”)

As a conclusion of Proposal 1 and Observation 2 above, the following is proposed:
Proposal 4:	Accept the Text Proposal for the BL CR against the latest BL CR in TS 38.300 in R3-212986 as provided in R3-213589.
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