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1	Introduction
At RAN3#112e, the following was agreed for SNPN access using external credentials:
	WA: an NG-RAN node does not need to be informed which AMF supports authentication by Credentials Holders among AMF(s) supporting an S-NPN



In accordance with the email discussion summary, see R3-212685 [1], the following was attempted to be concluded:
	Indicator over NGAP Initial UE Message to signal access using Credentials Holder is not agreed. 
[Q5: Do we need to add an Indication in NGAP Initial UE Message that access is related to this feature of access with credentials of credential holder?]
New specific cause value not agreed 
[Q6: When UE registers using this feature, and happens to be rejected, do we need a new NGAP specific cause value or can we reuse existing cause value such as “NPN access denied”]



Furthermore, R3-212685 [1] attempted to conclude the following on the configuration of the broadcast parameters mainly for RAN nodes:
	Continue the discussion on whether both NG-RAN on one side and CN on the other side should be configured with the 3 parameters (whether SNPN supports the feature, whether access for UEs not configured is allowed, and optionally list of GINs) or only one side with NG Setup procedure used to automatically update the other side.



Chair minutes from RAN3#112 do not show the above attempts of conclusions being agreed.
In this contribution, we will discuss details on the above open issue on the 3 options to configure the CN and NG-RAN with the 3 parameters that are broadcast for SNPN access using external credentials.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2		Discussion
As explained in R3-212685 [1], 3 parameters are broadcast by gNBs per SNPN:
a) whether the SNPN supports the feature, 
b) whether access for UEs that are not explicitly configured is allowed, and 
c) optionally list of GINs
Operators would therefore have to configure both CN and NG-RAN nodes about this support on a per SNPN basis. 
R3-212685 [1] assumes that the above broadcast parameters a, b, and c, are configured in the CN nodes and it remains FFS how to proceed with the NG-RAN nodes:
	· Option 1: configure the 3 parameters in RAN nodes by RAN O&M.
· Option 2: no need to configure the 3 parameters in RAN nodes by RAN O&M because automatically received in the NG Setup Response/AMF Configuration update (after configuration in CN).
· Option 3: any mix of option 1/option2 i.e. in this case please indicate which parameters by RAN O&M and which parameters by NG Setup Response/AMF Configuration update.



Proponents of option 2 think that it would be easier and faster to configure the nodes only in one place. Another argument brought up by proponents of option 2 is the similarity with tracking area updates. However, we do not agree with the similarity with TAC updates, as it is the RAN O&M that configures TACs (i.e. basic broadcast parameters) and AMFs “learn” from NG-RAN nodes via the NG Setup Request which TACs are supported by the connected gNBs, whereas option 2 proposes configuring the CN nodes via O&M and update the RAN nodes via NGAP messages.
The first question that should be answered is: which node would “own” the 3 parameters, NG-RAN or 5GC? in our view it would be a valid option that e.g. parameter b) may be also controlled by NG-RAN and 5GC. 
Further, all 3 parameters are not used in any other NG-RAN interface function, apart from the disputed use in NG Setup. This is especially valid for parameter c (GINs).
Then, it is not at all clear how a gNB should react if inconsistencies come from different AMFs (parameter a is supposed to be consistent among the whole SNPN, i.e. all AMFs supporting the SNPN).
Parameter c) (GINs) is rather an analogon to access control; access control information is not passed on RAN interfaces, but configured in RAN, UE and CN.
[bookmark: _Toc79065943]For SNPN access using external credentials, the 3 new broadcast parameters (i.e. whether the SNPN supports the feature, whether access for UEs that are not explicitly configured is allowed, optional list of GINs) are configured via O&M for both the CN and NG-RAN
[bookmark: _Ref189046994]3	Conclusion
Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	For SNPN access using external credentials, the 3 new broadcast parameters (i.e. whether the SNPN supports the feature, whether access for UEs that are not explicitly configured is allowed, optional list of GINs) are configured via O&M for both the CN and NG-RAN
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