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1		Information
The synchronization of Ethernet Compression was discussed in RAN3 and an LS was sent to RAN2. 
RAN2 sent LS reply in [1].
	RAN2 would like to thank RAN3 about the questions regarding Ethernet Compression (EHC). RAN2 has discussed the issue on their end and concluded the following:
· In case EHC headers would not be included in DL packets, EHC desynchronization cannot be handled by the UE. However, the EHC header should be always included in both UL and DL when EHC is configured for the UE.
· With the assumption that EHC headers would be included in both UL and DL, desynchronization can be handled by implementation by sending Full Header packets. However, this results to overhead due to full EHC headers being present in the packets.



This paper continues to discuss this topic, taking the lastest SA2 reply into consideration. 
2		Discussion
The RAN2 LS [1] indicates the below:
1. When EHC is configured for the UE, EHC headers in both UL and DL are included. We conclude that there is no need to decouple UL and DL in the discussion;
2. If EHC header is configured for the UE, but the processing of associating CIDs to EHC contexts if failing, the desynchronization can be handled.

In our view, configuring Ethernet Compression on a Radio Bearer between a UE and gNB-CU-UP should not be different from setting other PDCP configuration parameters when setting up a Radio Bearer, like SN size (18bit), between the two peer PDCP entities. 
When the CU UP fails to process incoming packets and is failing to create the required EHC contexts to CID associations it would just have the unprosseced Ehterenet packets encapsulated in the EHC headers and would thus enable proper handling of the potential desynchornization using the EHC Full Header packet format without any need for additional signalling over E1AP.
Proposal 1: RAN3 to conclude that there is no need for the additional signalling over E1AP.

3		Proposal
Proposal 1: RAN3 to conclude that there is no need for the additional signalling over E1AP.
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