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1 Introduction

There is  a need to be able to add new Information Elements in a backward compatible way without a need to step the protocol version number.  Backward compatibility  is also listed as an open issue in User Plane Protocols.  Spare extension mechanism has already been implemented in the Iu protocols for backward compatibility.

2 Discussion

The Spare Extension indicates the location where new IEs can be placed in a backward compatible way.  Specification version is stepped, but version number has not to be stepped. Non backward compatible changes require version number to be stepped. 

The Spare Extension Field is added to both data and control frames. 

Initially the Spare Extension Field is not used. The transmitter shall not send it, but the receiver shall be prepared to receive it, If received, it has to be ignored.  This is a safety net if some additions in Iub/Iur User plane protocols are needed in future.

3 Conclusion 

Following change requests are issued:  CR R3-000497 (TS 25.427), CR R3-000498  (TS 25.425)  and  CR R3-000499  (TS 25.435).















