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1 Introduction

CB: # 82_DCoperation_mode

- is it possible to avoid broadcasting SIB1 in SN-only cells?

- discuss case where SIB1 is broadcast and cell is used as SN-only (solutions on the table: explicit indication over network interfaces vs. use of UE reports?)

(E/// - moderator)

Summary of offline disc R3-204051
2 For the Chairman’s Notes
To be edited

Propose the following:
R3-20xxxa, R3-20xxxc merged

R3-20xxxc rev [in xxxg] – agreed

R3-20xxxd rev [in xxxh] – agreed

R3-20xxxe rev [in xxxi] – agreed

R3-20xxxf rev [in xxxj] – endorsed

Propose to capture the following:

Agreement text…

Agreement text…

WA: carefully crafted text…

Issue 1: no consensus

Issue 2: issue is acknowledged; need to further check the impact on xxx. May be possible to address with a pure st2 change. To be continued…
3 Discussion
3.1 Support of PSCell/SCell mode
3.1.1 Support of PSCell/SCell mode – General
The overall topic started with discussions on the fact that in TS 38.331 §6.3.2 in the PLMN-IdentityInfoList IE the trackingAreaCode may be absent which indicates that the cell only supports PSCell/SCell functionality (per PLMN).
The moderator would like to ask first whether this option is acknowledged and whether RAN3 should perform specification work for that option.
	Company
	Comment

	CATT
	The overall topic is how to support SN only cell on the interface. For example, how to avoid handover towards a SN only cell. Currently, there are two possible ways to enable a cell as SN only as below:
1) Not including TAC in SIB1

2) Not broadcast SIB1

If we only perform specification work on option1, we still did not completely resolve the problem. Handover failure would happen in case option 2 is adopted
Our proposal is have an overall solution for all SN only scenarios.

	
	

	
	


3.1.2 Support of PSCell/SCell mode – NG Interface
[4] and [5] propose changes for the NG interface. As the Supported TA List IE has to be provided to the AMF, a flag is introduced to indicate whether the TA is actually broadcast.

Please provide your view to the proposed changes.
	Company
	Comment

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.1.3 Support of PSCell/SCell mode – Xn Interface
[6] and [7] propose to indicate in the Served Cell Information NR IE with a new IE whether the (mandatory) TAC is actually broadcast .

[11] and [12] propose to include a new PCell Support IE in the Connectivity Support IE (which is included in the Served Cell Information NR IE and the Neighbour Information NR IE.)

Please provide your view.
	Company
	Comment

	CATT
	Introduce PCell support on Xn interface which is more generic.

	
	

	
	


3.1.4 Support of PSCell/SCell mode – F1 Interface
[8] and [9] propose to indicate in the Served Cell Information IE whether the 5GS TAC, if included, is actually broadcast.

[13] and [14] propose to include a new PCell Support IE in the Served Cell Information IE whether the cell supports PCell functionality only.

[16] and [17] proposes semantics updates only, i.e. to clarify for the 5GS TAC IE in the Broadcast PLMN Identity List IE that the absence of the 5GS TAC indicates that the cell supports PSCell/SCell functionality only.

Please provide your view.
	Company
	Comment

	CATT
	Introduce PCell support on F1 interface which is more generic.

	
	

	
	


3.2 RAN3 Specification Support to only broadcast MIB
TS 37.340 specifies that in MR-DC, the SN is not required to broadcast system information other than for radio frame timing and SFN. TS 38.331 still contains this option in various places/protocol elements.

Different views on how RAN3 Specifications should take this option into account have been exchanged:

a) Some companies regard this option as outdated as it was introduced to enable a (theoretically) working “early drop” at a time, where RAN2 was not able to agreed on basic SIB content. Those companies do not expect any network to seriously rely on this option.

b) Some other companies regard this option as valid for EN-DC and also for MR-DC with 5GC.

The moderator would like to check among companies whether – and if in which way – RAN3 specifications shall take this option into account.
	Company
	Comment

	CATT
	The network vendor would definitely rely on our specification. If it really only applied to EN-DC, update to the current specification is needed. Otherwise, there would be problem for inter-vendor circumstances.
Another point is that in MR-DC, it could work well if SN does not broadcast SIB1.There is also operator which also prefer this deployment scenario. We could not find the reason that this option should be precluded.
Therefore, we think RAN3 specification should take this into account.

	
	

	
	


4 Conclusion, Recommendations

To be edited, if needed
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