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//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply.

Access Control: the process that checks whether a UE is allowed to access and to be granted services in a closed cell.

Aerial UE communication: functionality enabling Aerial UE function as defined in 23.17.
Anchor carrier: in NB-IoT, a carrier where the UE assumes that NPSS/NSSS/NPBCH/SIB-NB for FDD or NPSS/NSSS/NPBCH for TDD are transmitted.
Carrier frequency: center frequency of the cell.

Cell: combination of downlink and optionally uplink resources. The linking between the carrier frequency of the downlink resources and the carrier frequency of the uplink resources is indicated in the system information transmitted on the downlink resources.

Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with either the MeNB or the SeNB.
Control plane CIoT EPS optimization: Enables support of efficient transport of user data (IP, non-IP or SMS) over control plane via the MME without triggering data radio bearer establishment, as defined in TS 24.301 [20]. In the context of this specification, a NB-IoT UE that only supports Control plane CIoT EPS optimization is a UE that does not support User plane CIoT EPS optimization and S1-U data transfer but may support other CIoT EPS optimizations.

CSG Cell: a cell broadcasting a CSG indicator set to true and a specific CSG identity.

CSG ID Validation: the process that checks whether the CSG ID received via handover messages is the same as the one broadcast by the target E-UTRAN.

CSG member cell: a cell broadcasting the identity of the selected PLMN, registered PLMN or equivalent PLMN and for which the CSG whitelist of the UE includes an entry comprising cell's CSG ID and the respective PLMN identity.

DCN-ID: DCN identity identifies a specific dedicated core network (DCN).

Dual Connectivity: mode of operation of a UE in RRC_CONNECTED, configured with a Master Cell Group and a Secondary Cell Group.
En-gNB: as defined in TS 37.340 [76].
Early Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated before the UE executes the handover.
E-RAB: an E-RAB uniquely identifies the concatenation of an S1 Bearer and the corresponding Data Radio Bearer. When an E-RAB exists, there is a one-to-one mapping between this E-RAB and an EPS bearer of the Non Access Stratum as defined in [17].

Frequency layer: set of cells with the same carrier frequency.

FeMBMS: further enhanced multimedia broadcast multicast service.

Handover: procedure that changes the serving cell of a UE in RRC_CONNECTED.

Hybrid cell: a cell broadcasting a CSG indicator set to false and a specific CSG identity. This cell is accessible as a CSG cell by UEs which are members of the CSG and as a normal cell by all other UEs. 
Immediate Handover: used in the context of Conditional Handover, to refer to a handover that is executed immediately after the UE receives the Handover Command.
Late Data Forwarding: data forwarding that is initiated after the source eNB knows that the UE has successfully accessed a target eNB.
Local Home Network: as defined in TS 23.401 [17].

LTE bearer: in LTE-WLAN Aggregation, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in the eNB only to use eNB radio resources only.

LWA bearer: in LTE-WLAN Aggregation, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in both the eNB and the WLAN to use both eNB and WLAN resources.

LWAAP PDU: in LTE-WLAN Aggregation, a PDU with DRB ID generated by LWAAP entity for transmission over WLAN.

Make-Before-Break HO/SeNB change: maintaining source eNB/SeNB connection after reception of RRC message for handover or change of SeNB before the initial uplink transmission to the target eNB during handover or change of SeNB.

Master Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with the MeNB, comprising of the PCell and optionally one or more SCells.

Master eNB: in dual connectivity, the eNB which terminates at least S1-MME.

MBMS-dedicated cell: cell dedicated to MBMS transmission.

MBMS/Unicast-mixed cell: cell supporting both unicast and MBMS transmissions.

FeMBMS/Unicast-mixed cell: cell supporting MBMS transmission and unicast transmission as SCell.

MCG bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are only located in the MeNB to use MeNB resources only.

Membership Verification: the process that checks whether a UE is a member or non-member of a hybrid cell.

Multi-Connectivity: Mode of operation whereby a multiple Rx/Tx UE in the connected mode is configured to utilise radio resources amongst E-UTRA and/or NR provided by multiple distinct schedulers connected via non-ideal backhaul.

NB-IoT: NB-IoT allows access to network services via E-UTRA with a channel bandwidth limited to 200 kHz.
NB-IoT UE: a UE that uses NB-IoT.

Non-anchor carrier: in NB-IoT, a carrier where the UE does not assume that NPSS/NSSS/NPBCH/SIB-NB for FDD or NPSS/NSSS/NPBCH for TDD are transmitted.

NR: NR radio access
PLMN ID Check: the process that checks whether a PLMN ID is the RPLMN identity or an EPLMN identity of the UE.
Power saving mode: mode configured and controlled by NAS that allows the UE to reduce its power consumption, as defined in TS 24.301 [20], TS 23.401 [17], TS 23.682 [57].

Primary PUCCH group: a group of serving cells including PCell whose PUCCH signalling is associated with the PUCCH on PCell.
Primary Timing Advance Group: Timing Advance Group containing the PCell. In this specification, Primary Timing Advance Group refers also to Timing Advance Group containing the PSCell unless explicitly stated otherwise.

ProSe-enabled Public Safety UE: a UE that the HPLMN has configured to be authorized for Public Safety use, and which is ProSe-enabled and supports ProSe procedures and capabilities specific to Public Safety. The UE may, but need not, have a USIM with one of the special access classes {12, 13, 14}.

ProSe Per-Packet Priority: a scalar value associated with a protocol data unit that defines the priority handling to be applied for transmission of that protocol data unit.

ProSe UE-to-Network Relay: a UE that provides functionality to support connectivity to the network for Remote UE(s).

ProSe UE-to-Network Relay Selection: Process of identifying a potential ProSe UE-to Network Relay, which can be used for connectivity services (e.g. to communicate with a PDN).

ProSe UE-to-Network Relay Reselection: process of changing previously selected ProSe UE-to-Network Relay and identifying potential a new ProSe UE-to-Network Relay, which can be be used for connectivity services (e.g. to communicate with PDN).

Public Safety ProSe Carrier: carrier frequency for public safety sidelink communication and public safety sidelink discovery.

PUCCH group: either primary PUCCH group or a secondary PUCCH group.
PUCCH SCell: a Secondary Cell configured with PUCCH.

RACH-less HO/SeNB change: skipping random access procedure during handover or change of SeNB.

Receive Only Mode: See TS 23.246 [48].
Remote UE: a ProSe-enabled Public Safety UE, that communicates with a PDN via a ProSe UE-to-Network Relay.

SCG bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are only located in the SeNB to use SeNB resources.

Secondary Cell Group: in dual connectivity, a group of serving cells associated with the SeNB, comprising of PSCell and optionally one or more SCells.

Secondary eNB: in dual connectivity, the eNB that is providing additional radio resources for the UE but is not the Master eNB.

Secondary PUCCH group: a group of SCells whose PUCCH signalling is associated with the PUCCH on the PUCCH SCell.

Secondary Timing Advance Group: Timing Advance Group containing neither the PCell nor PSCell.

Short Processing Time: For 1 ms TTI length, the operation with short processing time in UL data transmission and DL data reception.

Short TTI: TTI length based on a slot or a subslot.
Sidelink: UE to UE interface for sidelink communication, V2X sidelink communication and sidelink discovery. The Sidelink corresponds to the PC5 interface as defined in TS 23.303 [62].

Sidelink Control period: period over which resources are allocated in a cell for sidelink control information and sidelink data transmissions. The Sidelink Control period corresponds to the PSCCH period as defined in TS 36.213 [6].

Sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling ProSe Direct Communication as defined in TS 23.303 [62], between two or more nearby UEs, using E-UTRA technology but not traversing any network node. In this version, the terminology "sidelink communication" without "V2X" prefix only concerns PS unless specifically stated otherwise.
Sidelink discovery: AS functionality enabling ProSe Direct Discovery as defined in TS 23.303 [62], using E-UTRA technology but not traversing any network node.

Split bearer: in dual connectivity, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in both the MeNB and the SeNB to use both MeNB and SeNB resources.

Split LWA bearer: in LTE-WLAN Aggregation, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in both the eNB and the WLAN to use both eNB and WLAN radio resources.

Switched LWA bearer: in LTE-WLAN Aggregation, a bearer whose radio protocols are located in both the eNB and the WLAN but uses WLAN radio resources only.

Timing Advance Group: a group of serving cells that is configured by RRC and that, for the cells with an UL configured, use the same timing reference cell and the same Timing Advance value.

User plane CIoT EPS optimization: Enables support for change from EMM-IDLE mode to EMM-CONNECTED mode without the need for using the Service Request procedure, as defined in TS 24.301 [20].

V2X sidelink communication: AS functionality enabling V2X Communication as defined in TS 23.285 [72], between nearby UEs, using E-UTRA technology but not traversing any network node.

WLAN Termination: the logical node that terminates the Xw interface on the WLAN side.

























//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
10.1.2.1.1
C-plane handling

The preparation and execution phase of the HO procedure is performed without EPC involvement, i.e. preparation messages are directly exchanged between the eNBs. The release of the resources at the source side during the HO completion phase is triggered by the eNB. In case an RN is involved, its DeNB relays the appropriate S1 messages between the RN and the MME (S1-based handover) and X2 messages between the RN and target eNB (X2-based handover); the DeNB is explicitly aware of a UE attached to the RN due to the S1 proxy and X2 proxy functionality (see clause 4.7.6.6). The figure below depicts the basic handover scenario where neither MME nor Serving Gateway changes:


[image: image1.emf] 

Legend

packet data

packet data

 UL allocation

2. Measurement Reports

3.HO decision

4. Handover Request

5.Admission Control

6.Handover Request Ack

7.

RRC Conn. Reconf. incl. 

mobilityControlinformation

DL allocation

Data Forwarding

11. RRC Conn. Reconf. Complete

17.  UE Context Release

12.Path Switch Request

UE Source eNB Target eNB Serving Gateway

Deliver buffered and in transit 

packets to target eNB

Buffer packets from 

Source eNB

9. Synchronisation

10. UL allocation + TA for UE

packet data

packet data

L3 signalling

L1/L2 signalling

User Data

1.Measurement Control

16.Path Switch Request Ack

18.Release 

Resources

MME

0.Area Restriction Provided

13. Modify Bearer

Request

15.Modify Bearer

Response

14.

Switch DL path

SN Status Transfer 8.

End Marker

End Marker

packet data

Detach from old cell 

and 

synchronize to new cell

User Data for make 

before break

packet data

10a. Periodic UL allocation

UE calculates pre-

allocated UL grant if 

provided in RRC

11a. Handover Success

SN Status Transfer 11b.

Early Forwarding Transfer 8a.

Data Forwarding

H

a

n

d

o

v

e

r

 

P

r

e

p

a

r

a

t

i

o

n

H

a

n

d

o

v

e

r

 

E

x

e

c

u

t

i

o

n

H

a

n

d

o

v

e

r

 

C

o

m

p

l

e

t

i

o

n









Figure 10.1.2.1.1-1: Intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO

Below is a more detailed description of the intra-MME/Serving Gateway HO procedure:

0
The UE context within the source eNB contains information regarding roaming and access restrictions which were provided either at connection establishment or at the last TA update.

1
The source eNB configures the UE measurement procedures according to the roaming and access restriction information and e.g. the available multiple frequency band information. Measurements provided by the source eNB may assist the function controlling the UE's connection mobility.

2
A MEASUREMENT REPORT is triggered and sent to the eNB.

3
The source eNB makes decision based on MEASUREMENT REPORT and RRM information to hand off the UE.

4
The source eNB issues a HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target eNB passing necessary information to prepare the HO at the target side (UE X2 signalling context reference at source eNB, UE S1 EPC signalling context reference, target cell ID, KeNB*, RRC context including the C-RNTI of the UE in the source eNB, AS-configuration, E-RAB context and physical layer ID of the source cell + short MAC-I for possible RLF recovery). The source eNB may also request a DAPS Handover for some E-RABs. UE X2 / UE S1 signalling references enable the target eNB to address the source eNB and the EPC. The E-RAB context includes necessary RNL and TNL addressing information, and QoS profiles of the E-RABs. 
5
Admission Control may be performed by the target eNB dependent on the received E-RAB QoS information to increase the likelihood of a successful HO, if the resources can be granted by target eNB. The target eNB configures the required resources according to the received E-RAB QoS information and reserves a C-RNTI and optionally a RACH preamble. The AS-configuration to be used in the target cell can either be specified independently (i.e. an "establishment") or as a delta compared to the AS-configuration used in the source cell (i.e. a "reconfiguration").

6
The target eNB prepares HO with L1/L2 and sends the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE to the source eNB. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message includes a transparent container to be sent to the UE as an RRC message to perform the handover. The container includes a new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers for the selected security algorithms, may include a dedicated RACH preamble, and possibly some other parameters i.e. access parameters, SIBs, etc. If RACH-less HO is configured, the container includes timing adjustment indication and optionally a preallocated uplink grant. The HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message may also include RNL/TNL information for the forwarding tunnels, if necessary. The target eNB also indicates if a DAPS Handover is accepted.
NOTE:
As soon as the source eNB receives the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE, or as soon as the transmission of the handover command is initiated in the downlink, data forwarding may be initiated.
NOTE:
For E-RABs configured with DAPS, downlink PDCP SDUs are forwarded with SN assigned by the source eNB, until SN assignment is handed over to the target eNB in step 11b, for which the normal data forwarding follows as defined in 10.1.2.3.
Steps 7 to 16 provide means to avoid data loss during HO and are further detailed in 10.1.2.1.2 and 10.1.2.3.

7
The target eNB generates the RRC message to perform the handover, i.e. RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation, to be sent by the source eNB towards the UE. The source eNB performs the necessary integrity protection and ciphering of the message.

The UE receives the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message with necessary parameters (i.e. new C-RNTI, target eNB security algorithm identifiers, and optionally dedicated RACH preamble, target eNB SIBs, etc.) and is commanded by the source eNB to perform the HO. If RACH-less HO is configured, the RRCConnectionReconfiguration includes timing adjustment indication and optionally preallocated uplink grant for accessing the target eNB. If preallocated uplink grant is not included, the UE should monitor PDCCH of the target eNB to receive an uplink grant. The UE does not need to delay the handover execution for delivering the HARQ/ARQ responses to source eNB.

If Make-Before-Break HO is configured, the connection to the source cell is maintained after the reception of RRCConnectionReconfiguration message with mobilityControlInformation before the UE executes initial uplink transmission to the target cell.
NOTE:
If Make-Before-Break HO is configured, the source eNB decides when to stop transmitting to the UE.

NOTE:
The UE can be configured with Make-Before-Break HO and RACH-less HO simultaneously.

In case of DAPS HO, the UE does not detach from the source cell upon receiving the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message. The UE releases the source SRB resources, security configuration of the source cell and stops DL/UL reception/transmission with the source upon receiving an explicit release from the target node.
NOTE:
For E-RABs configured with DAPS, the source eNB does not stop transmitting downlink packets until it receives the HO SUCCESS message from the target eNB in step 11a.
8a
For E-RABs configured with DAPS, the source eNB sends the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message. The DL COUNT value conveyed in the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message indicates PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source eNB forwards to the target eNB. The source eNB does not stop assigning PDCP SNs to downlink packets until it sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target eNB in step 11b.
8
For E-RABs not configured with DAPS, the source eNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target eNB to convey the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status of E-RABs for which PDCP status preservation applies (i.e. for RLC AM). The uplink PDCP SN receiver status includes at least the PDCP SN of the first missing UL SDU and may include a bit map of the receive status of the out of sequence UL SDUs that the UE needs to retransmit in the target cell, if there are any such SDUs. The downlink PDCP SN transmitter status indicates the next PDCP SN that the target eNB shall assign to new SDUs, not having a PDCP SN yet. The source eNB may omit sending this message if none of the E-RABs of the UE shall be treated with PDCP status preservation.
NOTE:
In case of DAPS Handover, the uplink PDCP SN receiver status and the downlink PDCP SN transmitter status for an E-RAB with RLC-AM and not configured with DAPS may be transferred by the SN STATUS TRANSFER message in step 11b instead of step 8.
NOTE:
For E-RABs configured with DAPS, the source eNB may additionally send the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message(s) between step 8 and step 11b, to inform discarding of already forwarded PDCP SDUs. The target eNB does not transmit forwarded downlink PDCP SDUs to the UE whose COUNT is less than the conveyed DL COUNT value and discards them if transmission has not been attempted already.
9
If RACH-less HO is not configured, after receiving the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInformation , UE performs synchronisation to target eNB and accesses the target cell via RACH, following a contention-free procedure if a dedicated RACH preamble was indicated in the mobilityControlInformation, or following a contention-based procedure if no dedicated preamble was indicated. UE derives target eNB specific keys and configures the selected security algorithms to be used in the target cell. 

If RACH-less HO is configured, UE performs synchronisation to target eNB. UE derives target eNB specific keys and configures the selected security algorithms to be used in the target cell.

10
If RACH-less HO is not configured, the target eNB responds with UL allocation and timing advance.

10a If RACH-less HO is configured and the UE did not get the periodic pre-allocated uplink grant in the RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo, the UE receives uplink grant via the PDCCH of the target cell. The UE uses the first available uplink grant after synchronization to the target cell.

11
When the RACH-less HO is not configured and the UE has successfully accessed the target cell, the UE sends the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message (C-RNTI) to confirm the handover, along with an uplink Buffer Status Report, and/or UL data, whenever possible, to the target eNB, which indicates that the handover procedure is completed for the UE. The target eNB verifies the C-RNTI sent in the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message. The target eNB can now begin sending data to the UE.


When the RACH-less HO is configured, after the UE has received uplink grant, the UE sends the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message (C-RNTI) to confirm the handover, along with an uplink Buffer Status Report, and/or UL data, whenever possible, to the target eNB. The target eNB verifies the C-RNTI sent in the RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message. The target eNB can now begin sending data to the UE. The handover procedure is completed for the UE when the UE receives the UE contention resolution identity MAC control element from the target eNB.
11a/b In case of DAPS Handover, the target eNB sends the HO SUCCESS message to the source eNB to inform that the UE has successfully accessed the target cell. In return, the source eNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message for E-RABs configured with DAPS for which the description in step 8 applies, and the normal data forwarding follows as defined in 10.1.2.3.

NOTE:
For E-RABs configured with DAPS for which duplication avoidance is required (i.e. RLC-AM), the source eNB does not stop deliverying uplink packets to the S-GW until it sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message in step 11b. The target eNB does not forward the uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received in-sequence to the S-GW until it receives the SN STATUS TRANSFER message, in which UL HFN and the first missing SN in the uplink PDCP SN receiver status indicates the start of uplink PDCP SDUs to be delivered to the S-GW. The target eNB does not deliver any uplink packet which has an UL COUNT lower than the provided.

NOTE
The source eNB may omit sending the SN STATUS TRANSFER message if none of the E-RABs of the UE is configured with DAPS or shall be treated with PDCP status preservation.
12
The target eNB sends a PATH SWITCH REQUEST message to MME to inform that the UE has changed cell.

13
The MME sends a MODIFY BEARER REQUEST message to the Serving Gateway.

14
The Serving Gateway switches the downlink data path to the target side. The Serving gateway sends one or more "end marker" packets on the old path to the source eNB and then can release any U-plane/TNL resources towards the source eNB.

15
The Serving Gateway sends a MODIFY BEARER RESPONSE message to MME.

16
The MME confirms the PATH SWITCH REQUEST message with the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

17
By sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message, the target eNB informs success of HO to source eNB and triggers the release of resources by the source eNB. The target eNB sends this message after the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message is received from the MME.

18
Upon reception of the UE CONTEXT RELEASE message, the source eNB can release radio and C-plane related resources associated to the UE context. Any ongoing data forwarding may continue.

When an X2 handover is used involving HeNBs and when the source HeNB is connected to a HeNB GW, a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message including an explicit GW Context Release Indication is sent by the source HeNB, in order to indicate that the HeNB GW may release of all the resources related to the UE context.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
10.1.2.1.2
U-plane handling

The U-plane handling during the Intra-E-UTRAN-Access mobility activity for UEs in ECM-CONNECTED takes the following principles into account to avoid data loss during HO:

-
During HO preparation U-plane tunnels can be established between the source eNB and the target eNB. There is one tunnel established for uplink data forwarding and another one for downlink data forwarding for each E-RAB for which data forwarding is applied. In the case of a UE under an RN performing handover, forwarding tunnels can be established between the RN and the target eNB via the DeNB.

-
During HO execution, user data can be forwarded from the source eNB to the target eNB. The forwarding may take place in a service and deployment dependent and implementation specific way.

-
Forwarding of downlink user data from the source to the target eNB should take place in order as long as packets are received at the source eNB from the EPC or the source eNB buffer has not been emptied.

-
During HO completion:

-
The target eNB sends a PATH SWITCH message to MME to inform that the UE has gained access and MME sends a MODIFY BEARER REQUEST message to the Serving Gateway, the U-plane path is switched by the Serving Gateway from the source eNB to the target eNB.

-
The source eNB should continue forwarding of U-plane data as long as packets are received at the source eNB from the Serving Gateway or the source eNB buffer has not been emptied.

For RLC-AM bearers:

-
During normal HO not involving Full Configuration:

-
For in-sequence delivery and duplication avoidance, PDCP SN is maintained on a bearer basis and the source eNB informs the target eNB about the next DL PDCP SN to allocate to a packet which does not have a PDCP sequence number yet (either from source eNB or from the Serving Gateway).

-
For security synchronisation, HFN is also maintained and the source eNB provides to the target one reference HFN for the UL and one for the DL i.e. HFN and corresponding SN.

-
In both the UE and the target eNB, a window-based mechanism is needed for duplication detection.

-
The occurrence of duplicates over the air interface in the target eNB is minimised by means of PDCP SN based reporting at the target eNB by the UE. In uplink, the reporting is optionally configured on a bearer basis by the eNB and the UE should first start by transmitting those reports when granted resources in the target eNB. In downlink, the eNB is free to decide when and for which bearers a report is sent and the UE does not wait for the report to resume uplink transmission.

-
The target eNB re-transmits and prioritizes all downlink PDCP SDUs forwarded by the source eNB (i.e. the target eNB should send data with PDCP SNs from X2 before sending data from S1), with the exception of PDCP SDUs of which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the UE.

-
The UE re-transmits in the target eNB all uplink PDCP SDUs starting from the first PDCP SDU following the last consecutively confirmed PDCP SDU i.e. the oldest PDCP SDU that has not been acknowledged at RLC in the source, excluding the PDCP SDUs of which the reception was acknowledged through PDCP SN based reporting by the target.

-
During HO involving Full Configuration:

-
The following description below for RLC-UM bearers also applies for RLC-AM bearers. Data loss may happen.

For RLC-UM bearers:

-
The PDCP SN and HFN are reset in the target eNB, unless DL and UL status are received from the source eNB in the SN STATUS TRANSFER message;

-
No PDCP SDUs are retransmitted in the target eNB.

-
The target eNB prioritizes all downlink PDCP SDUs forwarded by the source eNB if any (i.e. the target eNB should send data with PDCP SNs from X2 before sending data from S1).

-
The UE PDCP entity does not attempt to retransmit any PDCP SDU in the target cell for which transmission had been completed in the source cell. Instead UE PDCP entity starts the transmission with other PDCP SDUs.

For DAPS handover:

A DAPS Handover can be used for an RLC-AM or RLC-UM bearer. For a DRB configured with DAPS, the following principles will additionally apply.

Downlink:

· During HO preparation, a forwarding tunnel is always established.

· The source eNB is responsible for allocating donwlink PDCP SNs until the SN assignment is handed over to the target eNB and data forwarding in 10.1.2.3.1 (RLC-AM) or in 10.1.2.3.2 (RLC-UM) takes place. That is, the source eNB does not stop assigning PDCP SNs to downlink packets until it receives the HO SUCCESS message and sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target eNB.
· Upon allocation of donwlink PDCP SNs by the source eNB, it starts scheduling downlink data on the source radio link and also starts forwarding downlink PDCP SDUs along with assigned PDCP SNs to the target eNB.


· For security synchronisation, HFN is maintained for the forwarded downlink SDUs with PDCP SNs assigned by the source eNB. The source eNB sends the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message to convey the DL COUNT value, indicating PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source eNB forwards to the target eNB. 
· HFN and also PDCP SN are maintained after the SN assignment is handed over to the target eNB. The SN STATUS TRANSFER message indicates the next DL PDCP SN to allocate to a packet which does not have a PDCP sequence number yet, even for RLC-UM.
· During handover execution period, the source and target eNBs will separately perform ROHC header compression, ciphering, and adding PDCP header.

· During handover execution period, the UE will continue to receive downlink data from both source eNB and target eNBs until source eNB connection is released by an explicit release command from target eNB. 

· During handover execution period, the UE DAPS PDCP will maintain separate security and ROHC header decompression associated with each eNB, while maintaining common reordering function,  duplicate detection, discard function and PDCP SDUs in-sequence delivery to upper layers. PDCP SN continuity will be supported for both RLC AM and UM DRBs configured with DAPS.

Uplink:

· The UE will transmit UL data to the source eNB until the random access procedure towards the target eNB has been successfully completed. Afterwards the UE switches its UL data transmission to the target eNB.

· After switching its UL data transmissions, the UE will continue to send UL layer 1 CSI feedback, HARQ feedback, layer 2 RLC feedback, ROHC feedback, HARQ data re-transmissions and RLC data re-transmission to the source eNB.

· During handover execution period, the UE maintains separate security context and ROHC header compressor context for uplink transmissions towards the source and target eNBs. The UE maintains common UL PDCP SN allocation. PDCP SN continuity will be supported for both RLC AM and UM DRBs configured wih DAPS.

· During handover execution period, the source and target
·  eNBs will maintain their own security and ROHC header decompressor contexts to process UL data received from the UE.
· The establishment of a forwarding tunnel is optional.

· HFN and PDCP SN are maintained in the target eNB. The SN STATUS TRANSFER message indicates the first missing UL COUNT that the target should start delivering to the S-GW, even for RLC-UM.
Upon receiving DAPS handover command message, the UE suspends source cell SRBs, stops sending and receiving any RRC control plane signalling towards the source cell and establishes SRBs for the target cell. The UE releases the source cell SRBs configuration upon receiving source cell release indication from the target cell after successful DAPS handover execution. When DAPS handover to the target cell fails and if source cell link is available then the UE will revert back to source cell configuration and activates source cell SRBs for control plane signalling.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// taken from RAN2 running CR ////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
10.1.2.1a
Conditional Handover

10.1.2.1a.1
General

A Conditional Handover (CHO) is defined as a handover that is executed by the UE when one or more handover execution conditions are met. The UE starts evaluating the execution condition(s) for CHO candidate cells upon receiving the CHO configuration, and executes the HO command once the execution condition(s) are met for a CHO candidate cell. UE may stop evaluating the execution condition(s) for other candidate cells once the execution condition(s) are met.

The following principles apply to CHO:
-
The CHO configuration contains the configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) generated by each CHO candidate cell and execution condition(s) generated by the source cell. 

-
An execution condition may consist of one or two trigger condition(s) (A3/A5).   Only single RS type is supported and at most two different trigger quantities (e.g. RSRP and RSRQ, RSRP and SINR, etc.) can be configured simultaneously for the evaluation of CHO execution condition of a single candidate cell.
-
UE maintains connection with source eNB until UE determines a CHO execution condition is met for CHO candidate cell.

-    Before any CHO execution condition is satisfied, upon reception of HO command (without CHO configuration), the UE executes the HO procedure as described in clause 10.1.2.1, regardless of any previously received CHO configuration.
-
After source eNB sends CHO command to UE, the network is allowed to change source eNB configuration and network can add, modify or release a configured CHO configuration using RRC message (i.e., until UE starts executing CHO.

-
While executing CHO, i.e. from the time when the UE starts synchronization with target cell, UE does not monitor source cell.
· Note: CHO is not supported for S1 based handover in this release of the specification.

10.1.2.1a.2
C-plane handling
The figure below depicts the CHO scenario where neither MME nor Serving Gateway changes:
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Figure 10.1.2.1a-1: Intra-MME/Serving Gateway Conditional Handover 
1.
The source eNB configures the UE with measurement configuration, which may be used by the UE to trigger Measurement Reports for potential CHO candidate cell(s).
2.
A MEASUREMENT REPORT is triggered and sent to the source eNB. 
3.
The source eNB makes decision on the usage of CHO to handoff the UE based on MEASUREMENT REPORT information.
4.
The source eNB requests CHO to the eNB(s) of candidate cell(s). A CHO request message is sent for each candidate cell.
5.
Same as step 5 in Figure 10.1.2.1.1-1 of section 10.1.2.1.1.

6.  The eNB(s) of candidate cell(s) sends CHO response including configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) to the source eNB. The response message is also sent for each candidate cell.
7. 
The source eNB sends a RRCConnectionReconfiguration message to the UE, containing configuration of CHO candidate cell(s) and CHO execution condition(s). The source eNB decides on the condition for the execution of CHO and adds the condition(s) to the RRC message sent to the UE. 

8. 
The UE sends an RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message to the source eNB.
8a.
If the early data forwarding is applied for a candidate cell, the source eNB sends the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message.
9.  The UE maintains connection with source eNB after receiving CHO configuration, and starts evaluating the CHO execution condition(s) for the CHO candidate cell(s). If at least one CHO candidate cell satisfies the corresponding CHO execution condition, the UE detaches from the source eNB, applies the stored corresponding configuration for that candidate cell and synchronises to that candidate cell.

10-11. 
The UE accesses to the target eNB and completes the handover procedure by sending RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete message to the target eNB. The UE releases the stored CHO configurations after successful completion of RRC handover procedure.
11a/b.
 The target eNB sends the HO SUCCESS message to the source eNB to inform that the UE has successfully accessed the target cell. In return, the source eNB sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message. 

NOTE:
The late data forwarding may be initiated as soon as the source eNB receives the HO SUCCESS message.

11c.
The source eNB also sends the HO CANCEL message to the other potential target eNBs, if any, to cancel CHO for the UE.

12. Steps 12-18 as in Figure 10.1.2.1.1-1.

10.1.2.1a.3
U-plane handling


The U-plane handling for Conditional Handover follows the same principles for DAPS Handover in 10.1.2.1.2, if the early data forwarding is applied. If the late data forwarding is applied, the U-plane handling follows the RLC-AM or RLC-UM bearer principles defined in 10.1.2.1.2.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
10.1.2.1a.4
Data Forwarding
If the late data forwarding is applied, the source eNB initiates data forwarding once it knows which target eNB the UE has successfully accessed. In that case the behavior of the Conditional Handover data forwarding follows the same behavior as defined in 10.1.2.3.1 and 10.1.2.3.2 for the intra-system handover data forwarding for RLC-AM and RLC-UM bearers. 
If the early data forwarding is applied instead, the source eNB initiates data forwarding before the UE executes the handover, to a candidate target node of interest, The behavior of the early data forwarding for the Conditional Handover follows the same principles for DRBs configured with DAPS Handover in the intra-system handover as defined in 10.1.2.3.5.
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
10.1.2.3
Data forwarding

10.1.2.3.1
For RLC-AM DRBs

Upon handover, the source eNB may forward in order to the target eNB all downlink PDCP SDUs with their SN that have not been acknowledged by the UE. In addition, the source eNB may also forward without a PDCP SN fresh data arriving over S1 to the target eNB.

NOTE:
The target eNB does not have to wait for the completion of forwarding from the source eNB before it begins transmitting packets to the UE.

The source eNB discards any remaining downlink RLC PDUs. Correspondingly, the source eNB does not forward the downlink RLC context to the target eNB.

NOTE:
The source eNB does not need to abort ongoing RLC transmissions with the UE as it starts data forwarding to the target eNB.

Upon handover, the source eNB forwards to the Serving Gateway the uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received in-sequence until the sending of the Status Transfer message to the target eNB. Then at that point of time the source eNB stops delivering uplink PDCP SDUs to the S-GW and shall discard any remaining uplink RLC PDUs. Correspondingly, the source eNB does not forward the uplink RLC context to the target eNB.

Then the source eNB shall either:

-
discard the uplink PDCP SDUs received out of sequence if the source eNB has not accepted the request from the target eNB for uplink forwarding or if the target eNB has not requested uplink forwarding for the bearer during the Handover Preparation procedure,

-
forward to the target eNB the uplink PDCP SDUs received out of sequence if the source eNB has accepted the request from the target eNB for uplink forwarding for the bearer during the Handover Preparation procedure.

The PDCP SN of forwarded SDUs is carried in the "PDCP PDU number" field of the GTP-U extension header. The target eNB shall use the PDCP SN if it is available in the forwarded GTP-U packet.

For normal HO in-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs during handover is based on a continuous PDCP SN and is provided by the "in-order delivery and duplicate elimination" function at the PDCP layer:

-
in the downlink, the "in-order delivery and duplicate elimination" function at the UE PDCP layer guarantees in-sequence delivery of downlink PDCP SDUs;

-
in the uplink, the "in-order delivery and duplicate elimination" function at the target eNB PDCP layer guarantees in-sequence delivery of uplink PDCP SDUs.

After a normal handover, when the UE receives a PDCP SDU from the target eNB, it can deliver it to higher layer together with all PDCP SDUs with lower SNs regardless of possible gaps.

For handovers involving Full Configuration, the source eNB behaviour is unchanged from the description above. The target eNB may not send PDCP SDUs for which delivery was attempted by the source eNB. The target eNB identifies these by the presence of the PDCP SN in the forwarded GTP-U packet and discards them.

After a Full Configuration handover, the UE delivers received PDCP SDU from the source cell to the higher layer regardless of possible gaps. UE discards uplink PDCP SDUs for which transmission was attempted and retransmission of these over the target cell is not possible.

10.1.2.3.2
For RLC-UM DRBs

Upon handover, the source eNB does not forward to the target eNB downlink PDCP SDUs for which transmission had been completed in the source cell. PDCP SDUs that have not been transmitted may be forwarded. In addition, the source eNB may forward fresh downlink data arriving over S1 to the target eNB. The source eNB discards any remaining downlink RLC PDUs. Correspondingly, the source eNB does not forward the downlink RLC context to the target eNB.

Upon handover, the source eNB forwards all uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received to the Serving Gateway (i.e. including the ones received out of sequence) and discards any remaining uplink RLC PDUs. Correspondingly, the source eNB does not forward the uplink RLC context to the target eNB.
10.1.2.3.3
SRB handling

With respect to SRBs, the following principles apply at HO:

-
No forwarding or retransmissions of RRC messages in the target;

-
The PDCP SN and HFN are reset in the target.

10.1.2.3.4
User data forwarding for Dual Connectivity

Upon DC specific activities user data forwarding may be performed for E-RABs configured with the SCG bearer option　or with the split bearer option. The behaviour of the eNB from which data is forwarded is the same as specified for the "source eNB" for handover, the behaviour of the eNB to which data is forwarded is the same as specified for the "target eNB" for handover. If data forwarding for split bearer option is applied, the PDCP PDUs which are not acknowledged by the UE are forwarded from the SeNB to the MeNB in the course of procedures involving the release of the SCG part of the split bearer (e.g., SeNB Modification, SeNB Release, Change of SeNB).

10.1.2.3.5
For DRBs configured with DAPS Handover
Data forwarding after the source eNB receives the HO SUCCESS message from the target eNB follows the same behaviors as defined in 10.1.2.3.1 if with RLC-AM and in 10.1.2.3.2 if with RLC-UM.

Before the source eNB receives the HO SUCCESS message:
-
The source eNB may forward to the target eNB downlink PDCP SDUs with SNs assigned by the source eNB. No downlink PDCP SDU without a SN assigned can be forwarded. No uplink PDCP SDU can be forwarded.
-
The source eNB sends the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message to maintain HFN continuity by indicating PDCP SN and HFN of the first PDCP SDU that the source eNB forwards to the target eNB. The subsequent messages may be sent for discarding of already forwarded downlink PDCP SDUs in the target eNB.
-
The source eNB does not stop transmitting downlink packets to the UE. The source eNB keeps forwarding to the Serving Gateway the uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received in-sequence from the UE.
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