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Introduction

This contribution proposes TP for TS 38.401 based on enhancements proposed for Early Forwarding support for DAPS/CHO as discussed in [1]. 
2

Reference

[1] R3-201112, “(TP for LTE_feMob-Core BL CR for TS 36.423): Early Forwarding support for DAPS/CHO”, Intel Corporation

3

TP for BL CR for TS 38.401
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. 
A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

Conditional Handover: as defined in TS 38.300 [2].
en-gNB: as defined in TS 37.340 [12].
DAPS Handover: as defined in TS 38.300 [2].
gNB: as defined in TS 38.300 [2].

gNB Central Unit (gNB-CU): a logical node hosting RRC, SDAP and PDCP protocols of the gNB or RRC and PDCP protocols of the en-gNB that controls the operation of one or more gNB-DUs. The gNB-CU terminates the F1 interface connected with the gNB-DU. 

gNB Distributed Unit (gNB-DU): a logical node hosting RLC, MAC and PHY layers of the gNB or en-gNB, and its operation is partly controlled by gNB-CU. One gNB-DU supports one or multiple cells. One cell is supported by only one gNB-DU. The gNB-DU terminates the F1 interface connected with the gNB-CU.

gNB-CU-Control Plane (gNB-CU-CP): a logical node hosting the RRC and the control plane part of the PDCP protocol of the gNB-CU for an en-gNB or a gNB. The gNB-CU-CP terminates the E1 interface connected with the gNB-CU-UP and the F1-C interface connected with the gNB-DU.

gNB-CU-User Plane (gNB-CU-UP): a logical node hosting the user plane part of the PDCP protocol of the gNB-CU for an en-gNB, and the user plane part of the PDCP protocol and the SDAP protocol of the gNB-CU for a gNB. The gNB-CU-UP terminates the E1 interface connected with the gNB-CU-CP and the F1-U interface connected with the gNB-DU.

NG-RAN node: as defined in TS 38.300 [2].

PDU Session Resource: This term is used for specification of NG, Xn, and E1 interfaces. It denotes NG-RAN interface and radio resources provided to support a PDU Session.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////irrelevant operations skipped/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
8.9.4
Inter-gNB handover involving gNB-CU-UP change
Figure 8.9.4-1 shows the procedure used for inter-gNB handover involving gNB-CU-UP change. Overall inter-gNB handover procedure is specified in TS 37.340 [12].
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Figure 8.9.4-1: Inter-gNB handover involving gNB-CU-UP change

1.
The source gNB-CU-CP sends HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target gNB-CU-CP.

2-4.
Bearer context setup procedure is performed as described in Section 8.9.2. 

5.
The target gNB-CU-CP responds the source gNB-CU-CP with an HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message.

6.
The F1 UE Context Modification procedure is performed to stop UL data transmission at the gNB-DU (unless DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover is performed) and to send the handover command to the UE.

7-8.
Bearer context modification procedure (gNB-CU-CP initiated) is performed to enable the gNB-CU-CP to retrieve the PDCP UL/DL status and to exchange data forwarding information for the bearer.

9.
The source gNB-CU-CP sends an SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target gNB-CU-CP. 
NOTE:
In case of DAPS Handover, the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message is sent for DRBs configured with DAPS.

NOTE:
In case of Conditional Handover, the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message is sent only if the early data forwarding is applied. The message may include an candidate target cell info.
NOTE:
The COUNT related info for the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message is retrieved from the source gNB-CU-UP via the steps 7/8.
10-11.
Bearer context modification procedure is performed as described in Section 8.9.2. The COUNT related info carried by the EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER message is also provided to the target gNB-CU-UP.
12.
Data Forwarding may be performed from the source gNB-CU-UP to the target gNB-CU-UP.
12a.
In case of DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover, the target gNB-CU-CP sends the HO SUCCESS message to the source gNB-CU-CP to inform that the UE has successfully accessed the target cell.

12b
In case of DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover, the F1 UE Context Modification procedure is performed to stop UL data transmission at the gNB-DU. 

12c-12d.
In case of DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover, the Bearer context modification procedure (gNB-CU-CP initiated) is performed to indicate the source gNB-CU-UP to stop packet delivery and also to retrieve the PDCP UL/DL status.

12e.
In case of DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover, the source gNB-CU-CP sends the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to the target gNB-CU-CP.

12f-12g.
In case of DAPS Handover or Conditional Handover, the Bearer context modification procedure is performed to provide the PDCP UL/DL status to the target gNB-CU-UP.
13-15.
Path Switch procedure is performed to update the DL TNL address information for the NG-U towards the core network. 

16.
The target gNB-CU-CP sends an UE CONTEXT RELEASE message to the source gNB-CU-CP.

17.
and 19. Bearer context release procedure is performed.

18.
F1 UE context release procedure is performed to release the UE context in the source gNB-DU.

�Step 9 changed to “SN STATUS TRANSFER or EARLY FORWARDING TRANSFER”
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