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Discussion and proposal
In release 15 the EN DC to SA handover is supported. At the last RAN3 #106 meeting RAN3 agreed to optimize direct data forwarding in this handover case in release 16 by transferring the UE context identifier from source node to target node to enable internal forwarding in a shared gNB/SgNB.

At this RAN3#107 meeting, RAN3 received the LS in [3] from RAN2 informing that in release 16 the SA to EN DC handover will also be supported which is symmetrical to the EN DC to SA handover case. The associated RAN2 CR is in [4]. Therefore, it is logical to be consistent and enable similar direct forwarding optimization also in the other direction from 5g to 4g. 

The solution can be made symmetrical to the one agreed at last RAN3 for the ENDC to SA case.

Proposal: RAN3 to agree the S1AP CR in [5], the X2AP CR in [6], stage 2 (TS37.340) CR in [7] to enable the optimized direct forwarding in the SA to EN DC scenario as well.
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