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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 is working on the stage 3 of the feature of redundant transmission on N3.

RAN3 noticed that according to TS23.501 this feature applies when “reliability of single N3 tunnel is considered not high enough, e.g. due to the deployment environment of backhaul network” or according to TR23.275 due to “segments of network deployment which cannot meet the necessary reliability”.

Therefore, RAN3 had the following questions on the requirements behind this feature:

Q1/ should RAN3 consider that when data forwarding happens over N3, the forwarded packets would also be subject to potential loss over the above unreliable segments and therefore N3 forwarding tunnels would also deserve being made redundant?

Q2/ if answer to Q1 is yes, should RAN3 consider that in some deployments the presence of such unreliable segments could potentially also apply to the environment of the Xn-U interface, in which case the same consideration as above would also apply to forwarding tunnels over Xn-U? 

2. Action:

To SA2 group:
ACTION: 
RAN3 would like to ask SA2 to bring clarification to the requirements of the feature of redundancy on N3 by answering the two questions above. 
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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