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1
Introduction

During RAN3#103bis, the following agreement was captured in the Chairman’s notes:
DRB QoS IE mapping over E1 is feasible and shall be introduced (can be done in Rel-15 as a correction)

This contribution discusses the need to have this change introduced in release-15. Stage-3 aspects are also considered.
2
Discussion

During RAN3#103bis, RAN3 received an LS from RAN2 in [1], asking RAN3 to check the feasibility of “Performance measurements valid for split gNB deployment scenario”, defined by SA5 in TS 28.552 [2]. These measurements include User Plane measurements, done at the gNB-CU-UP, with a “mapped 5QI” granularity. This LS was discussed during the RAN-Centric Data Collection and Utilization for LTE and NR SI. During this discussion, it was agreed that the DRB QoS IE shall be introduced over E1, in order to support all the measurements covered by SA5.
Even if the RAN-Centric Data Collection and Utilization for LTE and NR SI is a rel-16 SI and the RAN2 LS was sent under the rel-16 “umbrella”, the changes are related to rel-15 SA5 specifications. Tracking the different LS exchanges on this topic results in rel-15 LSs (e.g. R3-183311). Therefore, if the DRB QoS IE is introduced in release-16 and not in release-15, some of the release-15 measurements related to User Plane cannot be performed.
Proposal 1: Introduce DRB QoS IE over E1 in release-15
Stage-3 details were however not discussed. DRB QoS is only needed if more than one QoS Flow is mapped to the same DRB. Otherwise the QoS Flow QoS parameters can be used to perform the required measurement. Therefore, it is proposed to condition the presence of this IE in BEARER CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST and BEARER CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST to the presence of more than one QoS Flow mapped to the monitored DRB. This will also ensure that ASN.1 changes are backward compatible.
Observation 1: A conditional IE will make ASN.1 changes backward compatible and still satisfies SA5 requirements
Proposal 2: Agree TS 38.463 CR in [3]
3
Conclusion

In this contribution the need of introducing the DRB QoS IE over E1 in release-15 has been described, and the following observations and proposals have been discussed:
Proposal 1: Introduce DRB QoS IE over E1 in release-15
Observation 1: A conditional IE will make ASN.1 changes backward compatible and still satisfies SA5 requirements

Proposal 2: Agree TS 38.463 CR in [3]
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