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Introduction
Currently, MIB and SIB1 are encoded in gNB-DU while the rest of the SIBs are encoded in the gNB-CU. In this contribution we discuss SIB9 and we claim that it should rather be encoded in the gNB-DU. In the following we describe the problem, present our arguments and make our proposals.
Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk509769073]Although the current understanding is that all SIBs except MIB and SIB1 are encoded in gNB-CU, we would like to investigate further SIB9. From TS 38.331 we read that SIB9 contains information related to GPS time and Coordinated Universal Time (UTC). The UE may use the parameters provided in this system information block to obtain the UTC, the GPS and the local time.
It is obvious that the absolute timing information in SIB9 need to be provided by the source of time synch reference (e.g. a GPS receiver) in the RAN. We believe that the CU will normally be loosely synchronized with an oscillator such as one provided by a standard server, while the DU will be phase synchronized from GPS or PTP if needed. For this reason it would make sense then that SIB9 is handled by the DU. Failure to do so would imply that the gNB-DU would need to provide time synchronisation information to the gNB-CU in order to assist with the encoding of SIB9. However, signalling of such information from gNB-DU to gNB-CU is subject to delays that may be variable, hence impacting the accuracy of the timing information included in SIB9.
We note also that in the WI on eNB Architecture Evolution for LTE and NR, it has been agreed at the previous meeting that 
ng-eNB-DU owns and assembles SIB8 and SIB16 (both SIBs need time info, and are updated frequently)

The ressons why the above agreement was taken is exactly that the eNB-DU is the node required to be equipped with an absolute time synchronisation source.

Based on all the above we propose that gNB-DU encodes SIB9.

Proposal 1: 	gNB-DU encodes SIB9
    
Conclusion
[bookmark: _In-sequence_SDU_delivery]In this contribution, we discussed SIB9 and made the following proposal.
Proposal 1: 	gNB-DU encodes SIB9

[bookmark: _GoBack]CRs mirroring the proposal above is presented in R3-192997 and R3-192998.
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