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1   Introduction
Last RAN3#103bis meeting discussed the direct data forwarding between EPC and 5GC handover, and endorsed the stage 2 and stage 3 CR in [1] and [2]. This contribution intends to discuss the remaining issues and conclude the WI work.  
2   Discussion
2.1   The location of Direct Forwarding Path Availability
For EPC to 5GC handover, it was agreed to introduce the Direct Forwarding Path Availability from 5GC to the target NG-RAN node as follows. 
	· tgt AMF forwards the decision of source eNB on direct forwarding to the tgt NG-RAN node 


In Stage 3 CR [3], there is an editor note whether the new IE is on “UE” level, or PDU session level. For the “UE” level, the IE is directly included in the handover request message by the AMF; while for the PDU session level, this IE is included in the SMF container. 
· Editor’s Note:
The possibility to provide the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE on “UE” message level needs to be further discussed.
Generally both solutions could work. The PDU session level solution is slightly preferred due to the following analysis. 
· It allows the SMF to have a unified decision for direct or indirect data forwarding
For the EPC to 5GC handover, when the AMF receives the forward relocation request, it may send the  Nsmf_PDUSession_CreateSMContext to the SMF, wherein the (in)direct forwarding flag is included. 

When the SMF receives this flag, it can decide that:
· When it indicates direct data forwarding is possible, it shall include the Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE in the SMF container;
· When it indicates direct data forwarding is not possible, and the SMF finds there is no indirect data forwarding connectivity between source and target, the SMF shall send “Data forwarding not possible" in the SMF container.  
· When it indicates direct data forwarding is not possible, and the SMF finds there is indirect data forwarding connectivity between source and target, the SMF shall not send “Data forwarding not possible" in the SMF container.
· The SMF handling is aligned for the intra-system and inter-system handover
For intra-system handover, the source gNB sends the  Direct Path Available IE to the SMF in the SMF container directly. Thus if the PDU session level solution is supported, the SMF operations for intra-system and inter-system handover are basically aligned.  
Hence the following proposal is proposed. 

Proposal 1: The Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included in a PDU session level (i.e. removing the Editor note). 

2.2   Data forwarding response DRB List
Currently the Data forwarding response DRB list is reused for direct data forwarding inter-system handover in the endorsed stage 3 CR but with an editor note as follows.  
· Editor’s Note:
It is FFS whether the Data Fowarding Response DRB List IE is “re”- used or a new IE is defined.

Another alternative is to define a new “Data Forwarding Response E-RAB List” IE in Handover Command Transfer IE. Generally both alternatives could work. But given that the “reuse” approach is pretty simple without introducing any new IEs, it can be selected as the final solution.  This means that the “Data Forwarding Response DRB Item” is reused for both intra-system handover and inter-system handover. 
Proposal 2: To reuse the “Data Forwarding Response DRB Item” for direct data forwarding inter-system handover (i.e. removing the Editor note). 

3   Conclusion
Based on the discussion on remaining two issues regarding the direct data forwarding for inter-system handover, the following proposals were made.   

Proposal 1: The Direct Forwarding Path Availability IE is included in a PDU session level (i.e. removing the Editor’s note). 

Proposal 2: To reuse the “Data Forwarding Response DRB Item” for direct data forwarding inter-system handover (i.e. removing the Editor’s note). 

The CR for TS 38.300 and TS 38.413 can be found in [3] and [4] respectively.  
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