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1   Description and proposal
At last RAN3#103 the issue of flow remapping just before handover took place and the following decision was made.

 We use the SN STATUS TRANSFER message to inform target SN of which flows have not yet received the SDAP end marker

However, the issue of the packets which are still buffered in the source NG-RAN node at SDAP layer still needed to be sorted out. It was however concluded that a forwarding tunnel is needed to transfer those packets to the target NG-RAN node which could be a DRB tunnel or a PDU session tunnel.
We need to set up a tunnel to address this

Do we set up a PDU session tunnel or a DRB-level tunnel?

During the offline no evidence could be found than any of the two solutions would not work.

However, a majority of companies expressed preference for the forwarding tunnel per PDU session for the following reasons:

· Some companies found that the DRB tunnel solution requires to keep PDCP SDUs copies of the SDAP SDUs waiting for the SDAP end marker and probably to keep also the associated PDCP SN (the UL PDCP SDUs sent over a DRB tunnel are usually associated with their PDCP SN);
· Some companies found more complex to send these PDCP SDU copies mixed with the “regular” out of sequence UL PDCP SDUs over the UL forwarding DRB tunnel because the first ones could have been received much earlier compared to the second ones;

· Some companies considered that this would advantageously align with the solution for the RAN triggered PDU session split for which a PDU session tunnel has been agreed also to be used over Xn at last RAN3#103 (see TS 37.340 section 10.14.3).  
Proposal 1: endorse the PDU session tunnel solution as per draft stage 2 CR in R3-192095.

Proposal 2: agree the PDU session tunnel solution as per draft stage 3 CRs in R3-192127 and R3-192128.
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