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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has finalized the stage 2 aspects of the inter-system direct data forwarding between an eNB and an NG-RAN node in release 16.

RAN3 has agreed a solution with minimum impact on 5GC nodes which relies on configuration in the 5G RAN node whether direct forwarding is available with the eNB and whether 5GC nodes support the feature:

· For the 5g to 4g: the source NG-RAN node sends a “direct data forwarding” indication to 5GC which relays this decision to the MME. The indication already existing for intra-system handovers in the Handover Required message has been reused. 

· For the 4g to 5g: the target NG-RAN node includes tunnel addresses per E-RAB instead of tunnel addresses per PDU session as an indication that it has decided direct forwarding. This is used by the SMF to not involve the UPF and is relayed to the MME to not involve the SGW. 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to work on corresponding updates in their respective specification. 
2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 groups:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to take into account RAN3 agreed solution for release 16 direct forwarding and to align SA2/CT4 specifications as needed.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:
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