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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the LS on “Signalling optimization for RRC Inactive N3 path switch”. 
Regarding the question posed by SA2, RAN3 agrees that it would be useful to reduce the number of path switch procedures towards the core network in case of small data, particularly if the data sent consists of single packets (UL or DL).

RAN3 also reviewed solution 36 in TR 23.724 and understands that this is given as an example. RAN3 would respectfully suggest that details should be further considered within RAN groups since they pertain to Xn and RRC procedures, which could also be optimized. In fact, release 15 already supports the option of avoiding context relocation and path switch in the case of periodic RNAU (see clause 9.2.2.5 of TS 38.300). While the case of small data may require a different treatment, this illustrates some of the aspects that could be considered further in RAN groups.

Currently this topic is not in the scope of the release 16 work items for eMTC and NB-IOT, and therefore RAN would need to decide to add it as an additional objective.

2. Actions:

To SA WG2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 requests SA WG2 to take the above into account and provide further feedback if needed.
3. Date of Next RAN WG3 Meetings:
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Xi’An, China
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Reno, USA

