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8
F1AP procedures

8.1
List of F1AP Elementary procedures

In the following tables, all EPs are divided into Class 1 and Class 2 EPs (see subclause 3.1 for explanation of the different classes):

Table 1: Class 1 procedures

	Elementary Procedure
	Initiating Message
	Successful Outcome
	Unsuccessful Outcome

	
	
	Response message
	Response message

	Reset
	RESET
	RESET ACKNOWLEDGE
	

	F1 Setup
	F1 SETUP REQUEST
	F1 SETUP RESPONSE
	F1 SETUP FAILURE

	gNB-DU Configuration Update
	GNB-DU CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	GNB-DU CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE
	GNB-DU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE

	gNB-CU Configuration Update
	GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE
	GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE
	GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE

	UE Context Setup
	UE CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST
	UE CONTEXT SETUP RESPONSE
	UE CONTEXT SETUP FAILURE

	UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated)
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE
	

	UE Context Modification (gNB-CU initiated)
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUEST
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION RESPONSE
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION FAILURE

	UE Context Modification Required (gNB-DU initiated)
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION REQUIRED
	UE CONTEXT MODIFICATION CONFIRM
	

	Write-Replace Warning 
	WRITE-REPLACE WARNING REQUEST
	WRITE-REPLACE WARNING RESPONSE
	

	PWS Cancel
	PWS CANCEL REQUEST
	PWS CANCEL RESPONSE
	

	GNB-DU RESOURCE COORDINATION
	GNB-DU RESOURCE COORDINATION REQUEST
	GNB-DU RESOURCE COORDINATION RESPONSE
	


Table 2: Class 2 procedures

	Elementary Procedure
	Message

	Error Indication
	ERROR INDICATION

	UE Context Release Request (gNB-DU initiated)
	UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST

	Initial UL RRC Message Transfer
	INITIAL UL RRC MESSAGE TRANSFER

	DL RRC Message Transfer
	DL RRC MESSAGE TRANSFER

	UL RRC Message Transfer
	UL RRC MESSAGE TRANSFER

	UE Inactivity Notification 
	UE INACTIVITY NOTIFICATION

	System Information Delivery
	SYSTEM INFORMATION DELIVERY COMMAND

	Paging
	PAGING

	Notify
	NOTIFY

	PWS Restart Indication
	PWS RESTART INDICATION

	PWS Failure Indication
	PWS FAILURE INDICATION

	Load Update
	LOAD UPDATE


-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
8.2.3
F1 Setup 

8.2.3.1
General

The purpose of the F1 Setup procedure is to exchange application level data needed for the gNB-DU and the gNB-CU to correctly interoperate on the F1 interface. This procedure shall be the first F1AP procedure triggered after a TNL association has become operational. The procedure uses non-UE associated signalling.

This procedure erases any existing application level configuration data in the two nodes and replaces it by the one received. This procedure also re-initialises the F1AP UE-related contexts (if any) and erases all related signalling connections in the two nodes like a Reset procedure would do. 

8.2.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.3.2-1: F1 Setup procedure: Successful Operation

The gNB-DU initiates the procedure by sending a F1 SETUP REQUEST message including the appropriate data to the gNB-CU. The gNB-CU responds with a F1 SETUP RESPONSE message including the appropriate data.
If the F1 SETUP REQUEST message contains the gNB-DU Name IE the gNB-CU may use this IE as a human readable name of the gNB-DU.
For NG-RAN, the gNB-DU shall include the gNB-DU System Information IE and the TAI Slice Support List IE.
The gNB-CU may include the Cells to be Activated List IE in the F1 SETUP RESPONSE message. The Cells to be Activated List IE includes a list of cells that the gNB-CU requests the gNB-DU to activate. The gNB-DU shall activate the cells included in the Cells to be Activated List IE and reconfigure the physical cell identity for cells for which the NR PCI IE is included. 

For NG-RAN, the gNB-CU shall include the gNB-CU System Information IE in the F1 SETUP RESPONSE message.

The exchanged data shall be stored in respective node and used as long as there is an operational TNL association. When this procedure is finished, the F1 interface is operational and other F1 messages may be exchanged.
For NG-RAN, the gNB-DU may include the RAN Area Code IE in the F1 SETUP REQUEST message. The gNB-CU may use it according to TS 38.300 [6].
If the F1 SETUP RESPONSE message contains the Measurement Configuration IE, the receiving gNB-DU shall initiate LOAD UPDATE procedure based on the condition. The gNB-DU shall consider the Number Of Measurement Configuration IE content valid until reception of a new update of the IE for the same gNB-DU.
8.2.3.3
Unsuccessful Operation


[image: image2.emf] 

  gNB - DU  

F 1   SETUP REQUEST  

gNB - CU  

F 1   SETUP  FAILURE    


Figure 8.2.3.3-1: F1 Setup procedure: Unsuccessful Operation

If the gNB-CU cannot accept the setup, it should respond with a F1 SETUP FAILURE and appropriate cause value.

If the F1 SETUP FAILURE message includes the Time To Wait IE, the gNB-DU shall wait at least for the indicated time before reinitiating the F1 setup towards the same gNB-CU.
8.2.3.4
Abnormal Conditions

If the gNB-DU cannot activate cell(s) indicated by Cells to be Activated List Item IE in the F1 SETUP RESPONSE message, the gNB-DU shall initiate gNB-DU Configuration Update procedure to indicate the cell(s) that are currently active.
-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------

8.2.5
gNB-CU Configuration Update 

8.2.5.1
General

The purpose of the gNB-CU Configuration Update procedure is to update application level configuration data needed for the gNB-DU and gNB-CU to interoperate correctly on the F1 interface. This procedure does not affect existing UE-related contexts, if any. The procedure uses non-UE associated signalling.
8.2.5.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.5.2-1: gNB-CU Configuration Update procedure: Successful Operation

The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending a GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message including the appropriate updated configuration data to the gNB-DU. The gNB-DU responds with a GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE message to acknowledge that it successfully updated the configuration data. 

The updated configuration data shall be stored in the respective node and used as long as there is an operational TNL association or until any further update is performed.

If Cells to be Activated List Item IE is contained in the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message, the gNB-DU shall activate the cell indicated by NR CGI IE and reconfigure the physical cell identity for which the NR PCI IE is included.

If Cells to be Deactivated List Item IE is contained in the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message, the gNB-DU shall deactivate the cell indicated by NR CGI IE.

If Cells to be Activated List Item IE is contained in the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message and the indicated cells are already activated, the gNB-DU shall update the cell information received in Cells to be Activated List Item IE.
If the gNB-CU TNL Association To Add List IE is contained in the gNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message, the gNB-DU shall, if supported, use it to establish the TNL association(s) with the gNB-CU. The gNB-DU shall report to the gNB-CU, in the gNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE ACKNOWLEDGE message, the successful establishment of the TNL association(s) with the gNB-CU as follows:

-
A list of TNL address(es) with which the gNB-DU successfully established the TNL association shall be included in the gNB-CU TNL Association Setup List IE;

-
A list of TNL address(es) with which the gNB-DU failed to establish the TNL association shall be included in the gNB-CU TNL Association Failed To Setup List IE.
If the gNB-CU TNL Association To Remove List IE is contained in the gNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message the gNB-DU shall, if supported, initiate removal of the TNL association(s) indicated by the received gNB-CU Transport Layer Address towards the gNB-CU.

If the gNB-CU TNL Association To Update List IE is contained in the gNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message the gNB-DU shall, if supported, overwrite the previously stored information for the related TNL Association. 

If the TNL usage IE or the TNL Association Weight Factor IE is included in the gNB-CU TNL Association To Add List IE or the gNB-CU TNL Association To Update List IE, the gNB-DU node shall, if supported, use it as described in TS 38.472 ([22]).
For NG-RAN, the gNB-CU shall include the gNB-CU System Information IE in the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message.

If Protected E-UTRA Resources List IE is contained in the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message, the gNB-DU shall protect the corresponding resource of the cells indicated by List of E-UTRA Cells IE for spectrum sharing between E-UTRA and NR.

If the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message contains the Protected E-UTRA Resource Indication IE, the receiving gNB-DU should forward it to lower layers and use it for cell-level resource coordination. The gNB-DU shall consider the received Protected E-UTRA Resource Indication IE when expressing its desired resource allocation during gNB-DU Resource Coordination procedure. The gNB-DU shall consider the received Protected E-UTRA Resource Indication IE content valid until reception of a new update of the IE for the same gNB-DU.
If the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message contains the Measurement Configuration IE, the receiving gNB-DU shall initiate LOAD UPDATE procedure based on the condition. The gNB-DU shall consider the Number Of Measurement Configuration IE content valid until reception of a new update of the IE for the same gNB-DU.
8.2.5.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.2.5.3-1: gNB-CU Configuration Update: Unsuccessful Operation

If the gNB-DU cannot accept the update, it shall respond with a GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE message and appropriate cause value.

If the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE FAILURE message includes the Time To Wait IE, the gNB-CU shall wait at least for the indicated time before reinitiating the GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE message towards the same gNB-DU.

8.2.5.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.

-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------

8.x
Load Management procedures

8.x.1
Load Update
8.x.2.1
General
This procedure is initiated by gNB-DU to report the result of measurements and to inform a gNB-CU that the concerned gNB-DU is overloaded.
The procedure uses non UE-associated signalling.
8.x.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.x.2.2-1: Load Update, successful operation

The gNB-DU shall send LOAD UPDATE message when measurement configuration configured  by gNB-CU or the gNB-DU starts/ends to be overloaded state.
8.x.2.3
Unsuccessful Operation

Not applicable.
8.x.2.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.
-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
9.2.1.5
F1 SETUP RESPONSE

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to transfer information for a TNL association.

Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	Transaction ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.23
	
	YES
	reject

	gNB-CU Name
	O
	
	PrintableString(SIZE(1..150,…))
	Human readable name of the gNB-CU. 
	YES
	ignore

	Cells to be Activated List
	
	0.. 1
	
	
	
	

	>Cells to be Activated List Item
	
	1.. <maxCellingNBDU>
	
	List of cells to be activated
	YES
	reject

	>> NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-

	>> NR PCI 
	O
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	Physical Cell ID
	-
	-

	>>gNB-CU System Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.42
	RRC container with system information owned by gNB-CU 
	-
	-

	Measurement Configuration List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	> Trigger for cell load reporting IEs
	O
	
	9.3.1.x
	
	–
	–


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxCellingNBDU
	Maximum no. cells that can be served by a gNB-DU. Value is 512.


-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
9.2.1.10
GNB-CU CONFIGURATION UPDATE

This message is sent by the gNB-CU to transfer updated information for a TNL association.

Direction: gNB-CU ( gNB-DU
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	reject

	Transaction ID
	M
	
	9.3.1.23
	
	YES
	reject

	Cells to be Activated List
	
	0..1
	
	List of cells to be activated or modified
	YES
	reject

	>Cells to be Activated List Item
	
	1.. <maxCellingNBDU>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>> NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-

	>> NR PCI 
	O
	
	INTEGER (0..1007)
	Physical Cell ID
	-
	-

	>> gNB-CU System Information
	O
	
	9.3.1.42
	RRC container with system information owned by gNB-CU
	
	

	Cells to be Deactivated List
	
	0..1
	
	List of cells to be deactivated
	YES
	reject

	>Cells to be Deactivated List Item
	
	1.. <maxCellingNBDU>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>> NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-

	gNB-CU TNL Association To Add List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>gNB-CU TNL Association To Add Item IEs
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociations>
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>TNL Association Transport Layer Information
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Address

9.3.2.4
	Transport Layer Address of the gNB-CU.
	YES
	ignore

	>>TNL Association Usage
	M
	
	ENUMERATED (ue, non-ue, both, …)
	Indicates whether the TNL association is only used for UE-associated signalling, or non-UE-associated signalling, or both. For usage of this IE, refer to TS 38.472 [22].
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU TNL Association To Remove List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>gNB-CU TNL Association To Remove Item IEs
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociation>
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>TNL Association Transport Layer Address
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Address

9.3.2.4
	Transport Layer Address of the gNB-CU.
	YES
	ignore

	gNB-CU TNL Association To Update List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>gNB-CU TNL Association To Update Item IEs
	
	1..<maxnoofTNLAssociations>
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>>TNL Association Transport Layer Address
	M
	
	CP Transport Layer Address

9.3.2.4
	Transport Layer Address of the gNB-CU.
	YES
	ignore

	>>TNL Association Usage
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (ue, non-ue, both, …)
	Indicates whether the TNL association is only used for UE-associated signalling, or non-UE-associated signalling, or both. For usage of this IE, refer to TS 38.472 [22].
	YES
	ignore

	Cells to be barred List
	
	0..1
	
	List of cells to be barred.


	YES
	ignore

	>Cells to be barred List Item
	
	1.. <maxCellingNBDU>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>NR CGI
	M
	
	9.3.1.12
	
	-
	-

	Protected E-UTRA Resources List
	
	0..1
	
	List of Protected E-UTRA Resources.
	YES
	reject

	>Protected E-UTRA Resources List Item
	
	0 .. <maxCellineNB>
	
	
	EACH
	reject

	>>Spectrum Sharing Group ID
	M
	
	INTEGER (1.. maxCellineNB)
	Indicates the E-UTRA cells involved in resource coordination with the NR cells affiliated with the same Spectrum Sharing Group ID.
	YES
	reject

	>>List of E-UTRA Cells
	
	0 .. <maxCellineNB>
	
	List of applicable E-UTRA cells. 
	YES
	reject

	>>>EUTRA Cell ID
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Indicates the E-UTRAN Cell Global Identifier as defined in subclause 9.2.14 in TS 36.423 [9].
	–
	–

	>>>Served E-UTRA  Cell Information
	M
	
	9.3.1.64
	
	–
	–

	Measurement Configuration List 
	
	0..1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	> Trigger for cell load reporting IEs
	O
	
	9.3.1.x
	
	–
	–


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxCellingNBDU
	Maximum nunmerbs of cells that can be served by a gNB-DU. Value is 512.

	maxnoofTNLAssociations
	Maximum numbers of TNL Associations between the gNB-CU and the gNB-CU. Value is 32.

	maxCellineNB
	Maximum no. cells that can be served by an eNB. Value is 256.


-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
9.2.x
Load Management messages

9.2.x.1
Load Update 

This message is sent by gNB-DU to gNB-CU to report the results of the measurements or whether the gNB-DU is overloaded.

Direction: gNB-DU ( gNB-CU.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.3.1.1
	
	YES
	ignore

	Measurement Result
	
	1
	
	
	YES
	ignore

	>Cell Measurement Result Item
	
	1 .. <maxCellingNB-DU>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>NR Cell ID
	M
	
	NCGI

9.1.3.12
	
	
	

	>>Composite Available Capacity Group
	M
	
	9.3.x1
	
	YES
	ignore

	Overload Flag
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (Overload, ...)
	Indicates that the gNB-DU is overloaded.
	YES
	ignore


	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxCellingNB-DU
	Maximum no. cells that can be served by an gNB-DU. Value is 256.


-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
9.3.1.x 
Trigger for Cell Load Reporting
This IE contains requested trigger  information for cell load reporting.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Number Of Measurement Reporting Levels IEs
	O
	
	ENUMERATED (stop, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 20, ...)
	The reporting node divides the cell load scale into the indicated number of reporting levels, evenly distributed on a linear scale below the reporting node's threshold for overload. The reporting node sends a report each time the cell load of one or several cell(s) changes from one reporting level to another (except for the case that this IE is not configured or configured as stop), and when the  load starts and ends overload state.
	-
	-


9.3.1.x1 
Composite Available Capacity Group

The Composite Available Capacity Group IE indicates the overall available resource level in the cell in Downlink and Uplink.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Composite Available Capacity Downlink
	M
	
	Composite Available Capacity 9.3.1.x2
	For the Downlink 
	-
	-

	Composite Available Capacity Uplink
	M
	
	Composite Available Capacity 9.3.1.x2
	For the Uplink 
	-
	-


9.3.1.x2
Composite Available Capacity

The Composite Available Capacity IE indicates the overall available resource level in the cell in either Downlink or Uplink.

	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Cell Capacity Class Value
	O
	
	9.3.1.x3
	
	-
	-

	Capacity Value 
	M
	
	9.3.1.x4
	‘0’ indicates no resource is available, Measured on a linear scale. 
	-
	-


9.3.1.x3
Cell Capacity Class Value

The Cell Capacity Class Value IE indicates the value that classifies the cell capacity with regards to the other cells. The Cell Capacity Class Value IE only indicates resources that are configured for traffic purposes.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Cell Capacity Class Value
	M
	
	INTEGER (1..100,...)
	Value 1 shall indicate the minimum cell capacity, and 100 shall indicate the maximum cell capacity. There should be a linear relation between cell capacity and Cell Capacity Class Value.
	-
	-


9.3.1.x4
Capacity Value

The Capacity Value IE indicates the amount of resources that are available relative to the total NR resource. The capacity value should be measured and reported so that the minimum NR resource usage of existing services is reserved according to implementation. The Capacity Value IE can be weighted according to the ratio of cell capacity class values, if available.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Capacity Value
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..100)
	Value 0 shall indicate no available capacity, and 100 shall indicate maximum available capacity . Capacity Value should be measured on a linear scale.
	-
	-


-----------------------------Unchanged sections are omitted-----------------------------
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