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8.3.3
UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated)

8.3.3.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release procedure is to enable the gNB-CU to order the release of the UE-associated logical connection. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.
8.3.3.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.3.2-1: UE Context Release (gNB-CU initiated) procedure. Successful operation
The gNB-CU initiates the procedure by sending the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message to the gNB-DU. 

If the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND contains RRC-Container  IE, the gNB-DU shall release all related signalling and user data transport resources and reply with the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMPLETE message after RRC message in the RRC-Container  IE is successfully delivered  (as defined in 3GPP TS36.322[X] and TS38.322[X+1]) to the UE. If the UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND doesn’t contain RRC-Container  IE, the gNB-DU shall do them upon the reception of UE CONTEXT RELEASE COMMAND message.
Interactions with UE Context Setup procedure:

The UE Context Release procedure may be performed before the UE Context Setup procedure to release an existing UE-associated logical F1-connection and related resources in the gNB-DU.
8.3.3.4
Abnormal Conditions

Not applicable.
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