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1/ Introduction
To progress the WI on Architecture Evolution for E-UTRAN and NG-RAN, it is key to consider in a timely manner the appropriate LTE-specific features to be supported by W1 interface when the split eNB is connected to EPC. 
This contribution provides a list of these LTE-specific features with the corresponding prioritised time-plan.

2/ Discussion
As already considered in [1] and [2], it was proposed to support the features applying to both eNB connected to EPC and to ng-eNB connected to 5GC. In the first case when the eNB is connected to EPC, W1 interface between CU and DU needs to support the following LTE-specific features:

· eMTC, NB-IoT
· eDRX, Coverage Enhancements

· MDT
· SON 

· Access Control: ACB/EAB/SSAC and ACDC

· V2X

· Inter RAT Mobility, including mobility to/from UTRAN/ GERAN/CDMA (CSFB/SRVCC/Handover, etc.)
We propose to prioritize the work on W1 interface for these LTE specific features by splitting between Release 16 and Release 17 timeframes as listed below in table 1:
	Higher priority features are targeted for Release16
	Lower priority features targeted for Release17

	Inter RAT Mobility, Mobility to/from UTRAN/ GERAN/CDMA (CSFB/SRVCC/Handover, etc.) 

eDRX, Coverage Enhancements
ACB

SON  

eMTC, NB-IoT
	MDT

V2X

EAB/SSAC and ACDC 




Table 1: prioritized LTE-specific features
Proposal 1: prioritize the work on W1 interface for LTE-specific features by splitting between Release 16 and Release 17 timeframe as described in table 1.
According to RAN#80 guidance, the time allocated to the LTE evolution WI is limited to 0.5 TU at RAN3#101 meeting for St2 issues which is not enough to complete St2. In addition, no TU allocation has been provisioned for the remaining 2018 RAN3 meetings and future time allocation starts from 2019. 
To get a chance to have Stage 2 completed by Dec 2018, we consider that 0.5 TU should be allocated at RAN3#101bis (Chengdu) and 0.5 TU at RAN3#102 (Spokane). We therefore intend to raise this issue during the next RAN plenary in September.
Observation 1: With the current TU allocation, it is not possible to complete stage 2 by the end of 2018 to start St3 beginning of 2019.
Proposal 2: To get a chance to complete St2 by Dec 2018 and start St3 early 2019, the request to get 0.5 TU allocated at RAN3#101bis (Chengdu meeting) and 0.5 TU at RAN3#102 (Spokane meeting) should be forwarded to the next RAN plenary in September.

Conclusion
In this contribution, we provided a prioritised list of LTE-specific features to be supported by W1 interface when the eNB is connected to EPC and the corresponding time-plan with the following observations and proposals:

Proposal 1: prioritize the work on W1 interface for LTE specific features by splitting between Release 16 and Release 17 timeframe as described in table 1.
Observation 1: With the current TU allocation, it is not possible to have St2 fixed by the end of 2018 to start St3 beginning of 2019.

Proposal 2: To get a chance to complete St2 by Dec 2018 and start St3 early 2019, the request to get 0.5 TU allocated at RAN3#101bis (Chengdu meeting) and 0.5 TU at RAN3#102 (Spokane meeting) should be forwarded to the next RAN plenary in September
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