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At TSG CN WG1#10 we reviewed the Liaison Statement and the attached contribution (Tdoc S2-99F02) listing advantages of using RANAP, sent by TSG SA WG2 on usage of RANAP instead of BSSAP over the E interface at UMTS to UMTS inter MSC SRNS relocation. For some counter arguments given during an offline discussion see attached Tdoc N1-000199, and the original document Tdoc S2-99F02. The outcome of the detailed discussions is as follows:

1. For UMTS – UMTS inter MSC SRNS relocation when ATM (supporting OoBTC) is the underlying transport media, RANAP shall be used.

2. For UMTS – UMTS inter MSC SRNS relocation when STM is the underlying transport media, the two following scenarios were recognized:

· RANAP may be used here as well, and the work to accomplish it in R99 will be carried out in relevant groups in 3GPP.

· SMG2 while they are enhancing the BSSMAP extensions for UMTS – GSM, also enhance these extensions to apply for UMTS – UMTS inter MSC SRNS relocation.

The reasons why BSSMAP may be used are:

· generally the parameters which are needed for the UMTS->UMTS handover (e.g. RAB Id, NAS Binding Information) have to be included anyway in BSSMAP for the case of GSM->UMTS handover.

· the use of BSSMAP seems to be more appropriate in situations where the transcoder is located in the target MSC

For the STM case, if both works are done by the finalization of R99 by TSG S#7, then one protocol shall be mandated as the default protocol over the MAP E interface by TSG S#7.

Obviously, if the work of one the two proposed approaches for any reason is not finalized by TSG S#7, then the other protocol shall be made mandatory, or valid reasons for requesting an extension to finalize the work have to presented to TSG S#7. 

TSG CN WG1 proposes that the working assumption stated in 23.121 version 3.1.0 to be changed to read:
For UMTS to UMTS Inter-MSC Handover the following messages shall be used embedded in MAP at the GSM E i/f:

i) RANAP, or BSSAP (i.e. BSSMAP and DTAP) messages with necessary modifications for GSM to UMTS Handover, if STM is used on the link between the anchor and the target MSC.

ii) RANAP messages, if ATM is used on the link between the anchor and the target MSC.
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