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1.Introduction

During the Parameters Ad Hoc meeting in Helsinki an initial value was defined for the Shutdown timer IE used in the BLOCK RESOURCE REQUEST message.

This contribution proposes a change to this initial value.

2.Rationale

In an attempt to define a value for the shutdown timer IE used in the NBAP Block RESOURCE message, document R3-99H69 proposes a range between 30 seconds and 1 hour, with a 30 second resolution. With packet switch calls likely to be of a much longer mean hold time than those currently seen with circuit switched traffic, the upper range seems suitable for the case where the procedure is initiated as a result of an automated process. At this upper end of the value range, the resolution is also seen to be suitable.

However where the message is used to support manually executed procedures performed by an operator, the lower resolution available is not considered to be sufficient. As an example, if an operator is performing manually triggered diagnostics on Node B’s exhibiting poor performance, it may be necessary for many BLOCK REQUESTS to be carried out in sequence as each Node B is interrogated. If this is the case, the current minimum value for the shutdown timer value of 30 seconds could result in the overall procedure taking an excessive amount of time. However, QoS is also a primary issue and it is therefore essential that timed (normal priority) soft block requests can still be issued, as oppose to immediate (high priority) block requests.

It is therefore proposed that, in order to enable normal priority blocking with shutdown timer duration’s lower than 30 seconds, the resolution of the SHUTDOWN TIMER IE be changed to 1 second. The result of this is that the encoded value will occupy more bits in the BLOCK REQUEST message. However since this is the only message using the shutdown timer, and it is not a regularly used procedure, the impact on the Iub transmission capacity should be negligible.

3.Proposal

It is proposed that the Shutdown Timer IE be assigned the new value as described below.

9.2.1.41 Shutdown Timer

The shutdown timer shall indicate the length of time available to the CRNC to perform the block of a resource when a Normal priority block is requested. 

Information Element/Group Name
Presence
Range
IE type and reference
Semantics description

Shutdown Timer


INTEGER
(1..3600)



Value in seconds

