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3GPP TSG RAN working group 2 has received the LS from RAN3 titled “LS on partial relocation”. RAN2 has noted the requirement that a subset of the current radio access bearers assigned to the UE may need to be released or reconfigured when making SRNS relocation or a handover from UTRAN to GSM. 

RAN2 would like to inform RAN3 and CN1 of the current status on how this currently is supported over the radio interface.

UTRAN to GSM handover

For UTRAN to GSM handover, all information that is needed to describe the MS configuration for GSM is assumed to be sent by reusing existing GSM messages. Whether there is a need for additional information used to indicate which services that are released and which remains after the relocation, could not be concluded by RAN WG2. It was unclear to RAN2 whether there exist mechanisms on higher layers to release the services without delaying the handover.

Cell and URA update

In case of an SRNS relocation, which is triggered by the UE making a cell or URA update procedure, some reconfiguration may have to be performed by the target SRNC after the relocation. However, UTRAN has to make sure that at least there exists one configuration for the signalling radio bearers that is supported by the target RNC, before the UE performs the cell or URA update.  This is already supported by the RRC protocol.

SRNS relocation without simultaneous RRC connection mobility

In case of SRNS relocation without any simultaneous RRC connection mobility procedure, the old SRNC may release the radio bearers before the handover procedure is initiated, to reach a configuration that is supported also by the target RNC. This is supported by the RRC protocol.

Network initiated handover

In case of an SRNS relocation that is triggered by a network initiated handover, RAN2 has understood that there are three main options available.

(1) The old SRNC performs the release of radio bearers before the handover and SRNS relocation procedure is initiated. This is supported by the RRC protocol.

(2) The handover procedure including SRNS relocation is performed first, then the radio bearers are released by the new SRNC. This is supported by the RRC protocol.

(3) The handover, SRNS relocation and radio bearer release are performed simultaneously. The radio bearer control procedures (e.g. radio bearer release) has by RAN WG2 been agreed to also support hard handover also combined with SRNS relocation. In the view of RAN WG2, therefore the requirement from RAN WG3 for partial SRNS relocation will be supported in this case by the RRC protocol. 


