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1. Introduction

In [25.413], within the Initial UE message description the notes

“Note.  This procedure is not used for re-establishing the Iu signalling connection.

Note.  It needs to be clarified with R2 if the UTRAN is able to know that the UE is trying to re-establish the NAS signalling connection.”

have to be resolved.

2. Discussion

UTRAN is allowed to release the Iu connection while PDP contexts remain active within CN and UE. In case the Iu connection is needed again (user data or signalling messages to be exchanged between CN and UE) it seems to be for further discussion within TSG RAN3, whether the Initial UE Message procedure or some other RANAP EP shall be used for that specific situation.

As there is no substantial difference – with respect to RANAP – in establishing an Iu signalling connection with or without existing active PDP contexts in CN and UE, it doesn’t make sense to introduce an additional EP, with – evidently – exactly the same message contents and functional behaviour as for the Initial UE Message EP. 

The distinction between an initial Iu connection setup and an Iu re-establishment should be left to the layers, where the difference is more evident (SM & GMM) whereas the “underlying” network protocol layer should act as common as possible.

3. Proposal

It is proposed to remove the notes within Initial UE Message procedure description in [25.413].
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