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TSG SA WG2 thanks TSG RAN WG3 for their liaison on the position of the protocol conversion between 2G and 3G entities in case of inter system handover.

TSG SA WG2 is of the opinion that, in case of UMTS to GSM handover, the RNC encapsulate the proper BSSMAP message so that the 3G MSC can send it to the 2G MSC without requesting any intervention from the 3G MSC and 2G MSC. It is assumed that as for the MAP protocol the MSCs will negotiate the version of protocols that can be used and then use the supported one.

For the reverse direction it is anticipated that a BSS that has to support handover from 2G to 3G system has been upgraded and therefore can provide the RNC and 3G MSC with the appropriate information. As an example, the upgraded BSC is able to understand the classmark information from the mobile and then is able to transfer it in the appropriate BSSMAP message (HANDOVER REQUIRED) so that the receiving RNC can provide the required resources to elaborate the HANDOVER message in the correct format and then encapsulate this message in the RANAP message.

TSG SA WG2 hopes that the provided answer will help TSG RAN WG3 to finalise its work in due to time.

