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1.
Introduction

The document ‘ Iub Interface: General Aspects and Principles’ [25.430] defines a Logical Model of the NodeB including the description of a ‘Traffic Termination Point’. It is suggested that this does not adequately describe the scope of the traffic termination point and, as the Iub is an open interface, an improved description is proposed. 

2.
Discussion

In section 6.2.2.3 of [25.430], the meaning of a traffic termination point is simply defined as:

‘Traffic Termination Point represents DCH and FDD DSCH data streams belonging to one or more Node B Communication Contexts (UE contexts), which are controlled via one Communication Control Port. The Traffic Termination Point is thus a descriptive entity which neither is controlled over Iub nor by O&M.’

This does not define the scope of the set of NodeB communication contexts within a single Traffic Termination Point and it is suggested that this can be taken to mean any arbitrary grouping for example:

· A grouping per cell or per sector

· A grouping covering the entire NodeB

· A grouping for convenient implementation, e.g. per processor in a multiple processor environment

The statement: ‘ the traffic termination point is a ‘descriptive entity which neither is controlled over the Iub nor by the O&M’ is taken to mean that the arbitrary grouping is determined wholly by the NodeB. This assumption is supported by the definition of the NBAP protocol [25.433] which, for example, returns the communication port id in the Radio Link Setup Response from the NodeB.

3.
Requested Change

It is requested that the description of the Traffic Termination point in Section 6.2.2.3 of [25.430] should be replaced with an improved version as follows (new text in italics) :

‘Traffic Termination Point represents DCH and FDD DSCH data streams belonging to one or more Node B Communication Contexts (UE contexts), which are controlled via one Communication Control Port. 

The grouping of several NodeB Communication Contexts within one traffic termination is implementation dependant and represents any arbitrary grouping, for example:

· A grouping per cell or per sector

· A grouping covering the entire NodeB

· A grouping for convenient implementation, e.g. per processor in a multiple processor environment

The grouping shall be determined wholly by the NodeB. The Traffic Termination Point is thus a descriptive entity which neither is controlled over Iub nor by O&M.’
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