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1. Introduction

The purpose of this contribution is to provide a set of proposals regarding the areas where the work of the Iu SWG should be focussing until the end of the year for Release 99.

This list does not pretend to be exhaustive but provides a tool for the chairman to call for contributions on topics of importance for Release 99.

2. Discussion

In order to release at the end of 99, a set of Iu specifications of good quality with the level of functionality meeting the requirements as set by SA WG1, it is important to identify the essential features and prioritize the standardization efforts accordingly.

This section provides 18 proposals related to the scope of the work within the Iu SWG.

General Aspects

The specification 25.410 currently contains some high level aspects. However, it still lacks specific information to ensure that the minimum objectives of the Iu specifications (e.g. interoperability) can be met.

It is therefore proposed that the work on this specification shall focus on the followings:

(proposals)

1. Iu Interface Characteritics

2. Iu Interface Specification Objectives

3. Definition of the list of Functions over Iu

4. High level definition of every function

5. Function distribution over Iu access points

6. Relocation/Handover

7. Establishment of protocol principles: protocol version handling, protocol header format, transaction identification

8. Iu protocols error handling specific principles

 (Iu SWG August, September, October)

Transport Network Layer

Currently, the Transport Network Layer is frozen but ther are still some holes in the current specifications that could prevent the interoperability over Iu.

25.412: Transport Signalling

(proposal 9)

Use of SCCP: CR, CC, RLD etc and SCCP services (connection less and connection oriented) shall be specified, 

(proposal 10)

together with the RANAP SSN and addressing schemes (GT, DPC+SSN, OPC+SSN etc) (Iu SWG August)

The signalling bearer work is completed for the CS domain (SS7). For the PS domain, the CTP/IP based alternative is worked on outside of 3GPP. The only remaining task is to assess reference availability in September. This tasks falls into RAN WG3 plenary responsibility. Thus no work remains for the Iu SWG. (RAN WG3 September)
25.414 User Data Transport

Work on GTP and GTP-U is carried out in CN WG2, hence the Iu SWG shall ensure that proper documentation exchange is taking place and the RAN requirements are appropriately inserted into the evolved GTP specification. This can be achieved through normal communication channels between 3GPP TSGs (liaisons).

Radio Network Layer

Control Plane:

The set of procedures currently defined in 25.413 covers the need for R99 level of functionality.

(proposal 11)
It is proposed to finalize the procedure description within 25.413 to the set of procedures agreed at the Iu SWG July meeting.

Unless of critical importance, all additional procedures shall be proposed for future release and if accepted be candidate for insertion into the Technical report for Future Releases.

(proposal 12)

In addition, it is proposed to have in 25.413, a section dedicated to Error handling for Control plane procedures, message, and information elements coding. This section shall reflect the implementation of the error handling principles described in the General Aspects specification and in accordance to the Principle guideline document for UTRAN prootocols. (Iu SWG August)

(proposal 13)

It shall be proposed which timers and O&M set parameters in 25.413 and 25.415 need to be specified (Iu SWG September).
(proposal 14)

The work shall focus on RAB definitions. For Release 99, it is proposed 

· Identify the list of RABs to be supported (TS 3GPP 22.100 ?)

· Define the RAB Attribute values

(Iu SWG August, September)

Coding of the RANAP protocol and consistency shall be according to the workplan time frame (Iu SWG October until December).
User Plane:

The work is proposed to be organised as follows:

(proposal 15)

Restructuration of the Iu UP with mode of operations, regardless of service and CN domain. (Iu SWG July)

(proposal 16)

Iu UP shall support the CS Data according to CN WG3 recommendations (Iu SWG August, September)

(proposal 17)

The Iu UP protocol is to be approved by TSG RAN by September 99. In order to meet this deadline, it is important to rapidly establish a stable version of 25.415. The current version of 25.415 contains a number of procedure control functions that are FFS or not completely specified: i.e. Maximum Rate Control, Time Alignment or Abnormal Event. The work shall focus on specifying such procedures. Unless absolutely necessary for the proper operation of the protocol or in order to meet requirements identified with the RABs, no additional procedures shoudl be proposed. (Iu SWG August, September)

(proposal 18)

It is proposed to have a RANAP protocol mutation into ASN.1 description at a dedicated ad-hoc meeting, once the protocol is stabilizing, supposedly following the RAN WG3 September meeting. This assumes that decision on encoding rules has been taken.

3. Proposal

It is proposed 

· to endorse proposals 1 to 18

· to use them as guidelines for activities prioritization for the rest of the Iu SWG meetings for R99

· to organize upcoming meeting agendas based on the proposal list

· to call for contributions from individual member companies according to the schedule on selected proposals.

See table attached.

List of Contributions items for Iu SWG for R99

Proposal #
Slogan
Deadline
Comments
Responsible Companies

1
Iu Interface Characterstics
August
25.410 deadline: September


2
Iu Specification Objectives
August



3
List of Functions over Iu
August



4
Definition of Functions o. Iu
September



5
Function Distribution o. Iu
September



6
Relocation/Handover
September



7
Protocol principles
September



8
Error handling principles
September



9
Use of SCCP
July



10
SCCP Addressing schemes
August



11
Freezing of Procedures list
July
25.413 deadline: December


12
RANAP Error handling
August



13
Timers, O&M param.
October



14
RAB attributes/def.
September



15
Restructuring of Iu UP
July
25.415 deadline: September


16
CS Data impacts
September



17
Iu UP procedures final.
September



18
RANAP ASN.1
Ad-hoc October
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