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1 Discussion

Currently the following has been stated in [1] considering the transport of the User plane in Iu for the IP domain:

" IP on top of AAL5 and ATM is used as a bearer for the user plane".

The given statement is not considered specific enough in order to ensure the multivendor operability of the Iu interface. Therefore it is seen necessary to specify the way how Internet Protocol packets are conveyed over ATM in more detailed way. Multiprotocol encapsulation as it has been specified in [2] is the most common way of conveying IP packets over ATM-AAL5. In this contribution it is proposed to apply the mechanism defined in [2] for the Iu User plane transport towards the IP domain. As there is only one network layer protocol (IP) to be conveyed over the ATM AAL5 PVCs in Iu interface for the IP domain, there is no need to include any explicit protocol multiplexing information in the AAL5 frame payload. Therefore the VC based multiplexing option of [2] should be applied. This approach results in minimal bandwidth and processing overhead in the communicating network nodes.

2 Proposal

It is proposed in this contribution to replace the sentence "IP on top of AAL5 and ATM is used as a bearer for the user plane" in Chapter 6.1 in [1] by the following statement:

"IP on top of AAL5 and ATM is used as a bearer for the user plane as it has been specified in RFC1483 (Heinanen, J., "Multiprotocol Encapsulation over ATM Adaptation Layer 5", RFC 1483, July 1993.). The default protocol multiplexing option shall be the VC based multiplexing for routed protocols."
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