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1	Report on discussion for study item Iu/7


This study item was created during the document merging process to solve the conflict between input from ETSI and TTC/ARIB during the merging process of the Iu interface descriptions. The question is whether to specify the abstract syntax of the protocols with encoding rules, or to simply specify the transfer syntax of the protocol in tabular format. This is also applicable to the Iur and Iub interfaces, and in particular to the specification of the Application Protocol for each interface.


TTC/ARIB documentation contain lists of information elements for all messages of each protocol, and also the coding of the transfer syntax for each message. ETSI documentation had not been developed to that level of detail yet, but the issue had been discussed jointly with experts from L23 EG (joint development on YY.02) and in an AdHoc meeting mandated by SMG2. The outcome of that AdHoc was that ASN.1 should be used, and the encoding rules (that specify the transfer syntax) should be selected based on the of each protocol. The CSN.1 and PER were seen as most appropriate encoding rules. [1]


There hasn’t been any discussion on this issue on the e-mail reflector, so the item needs to be discussed during the meeting.


2	Proposed way forward


Due to lack of discussion and decisions in the e-mail reflector, the item needs to be discussed in the meeting.


For this discussion it should be noted that RAN WG2 is continuing the document that was initiated jointly with SMG2 ARC and L23 EGs. This document is now titled R2.01, Guidelines and Principles for protocol description and error handling [2], and the document contains information that is applicable for also protocols in Iu, Iur and Iub interfaces.


Nokia proposes that RAN WG3 follows the guidelines set by R2.01. Due to recent changes to that document (from WG2 meeting last week) a new version was not available yet, but the ASN.1 and encoding related issues are well described on a Nokia contribution Tdoc 3GPP R2-99087 that was discussed and approved last week in WG2 [3]. This document is also distributed for this meeting Tdoc 3GPP R3-99184
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