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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 NR protocol design relies on that random access procedure can be initiated by the network with a “PDCCH order”; e.g., for synchronising the UL prior to DL data transmission to allow transmission of, e.g., HARQ feedback when UL time alignment may have been lost. 

RAN2 appreciates that physical layer procedure aspects for PDCCH order have been specified in TS 38.213, but corresponding DCI (see DCI format 1A in LTE) and associated timing appears to be work still in progress in RAN1. RAN2 would like to inform RAN1 that RAN2 assumes that PDCCH order to initiate random access will be available for the first NR drop.

Furthermore, RAN2 assumes that the PDCCH order should contain the following fields:
· Random Access Preamble index – Indicating which Random access preamble to use in case of contention-free random access procedure, or the value 000000 in case of contention-based random access procedure
· BWP index – Indicating which BWP to transmit the Random access preamble on
· SUL indicator – Indicating whether to transmit the Random access preamble on SUL or normal uplink carrier


2. Actions:
To RAN1 group.
ACTION: 	RAN2 requests RAN1 to verify and timely complete possible remaining aspects of PDCCH order for initiation of random access, taking the above assumptions into account.

3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #101 	26th Feb – 2nd March 2018	Athens, Greece.
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #101bis	16th – 20th April 2018		Sanya (TBC), China.
