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Draft CR on 25.346 following RAN2 URA_PCH decisions.

Recently RAN2 have been discussing the handling of UEs with an active MBMS service which are in URA_PCH state. The case of particular concern was when the UEs are handled for counting reasons. The following principles which are of concern to RAN3 were agreed:

· URA_PCH UEs can be notified to send a cell update for counting (a special cause could be used) except in certain URAs (per URA flag)

· After counting a UE may be sent to any RRC state

· Iur Linking per URA will be supported

1. URA_PCH UEs can be notified to send a cell update for counting purposes except in certain URAs.

In order to count UEs on a cell level it was agreed that in the majority of cases sufficient UEs to meet the ptm/ptp threshold should be moved to URA_PCH state by means of a cell update procedure.  In some cases highly overlapping cells would cause UEs in Cell_PCH to continuously reselect between cells (ping pong) and in these cases it is assumed that UEs will be counted on a per URA basis, and hence it shall be possible for the UTRAN to count UEs on a URA level. 

2. After counting, a UE may be sent to any RRC state.

If UEs are counted on a cell level then only sufficient UEs to satisfy the ptm threshold shall be kept in an RRC state where the UE location is known to a cell level.  UTRAN handling of other UEs RRC states will not be specified.

3. Iur Linking per URA will be supported.

In order to support counting of UEs per URA the SRNC needs to be able to provide an indication of the number of UEs in a URA to the DRNC.  This is not restricted to the case described above where UEs are at risk of “Ping pong”

Additionally it was questioned whether a RNSAP specific UE context will be maintained in the DRNC for UEs in Cell_PCH state, which would mitigate the need for Iur linking for those UEs for which a context was supported during counting.  

Also, it was not clear in the meeting whether there is any communication between the SRNC and DRNC regarding the cells/URAs which may be at risk of this ping pong effect.

Actions

To RAN3 group.
ACTION: 
To take these points into account and any concern over the above statements to inform RAN2.
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