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5.1.5
Mapping of MBMS Iu bearer to p-t-p and p-t-m connections

The service specific MBMS RAB on Iu may be mapped to p-t-m bearers in order to provide MBMS data via common channels. 

1. The MBMS control function in the CRNC may decide to establish a p-t-m connection, if the number of counted MBMS users in a cell exceeds a certain operator-defined threshold.

2. The MBMS control function in the CRNC may decide to establish a p-t-m connection depending on the congestion scenario expected for a specific cell (e.g. in hotspot areas where no bearer type switching is needed).

3. The MBMS control function in the CRNC may, through a configurable parameter enable/disable bearer type switching and the associated procedures on a per cell basis.
4. The MBMS control function in the CRNC establishes an MBMS RB by sending service specific signalling messages (e.g. MBMS RB Setup message) to all the UEs in the cell listening MBMS point-to-multipoint control channel (MCCH). UEs with activated service(s) may then execute the RB set-up.

5. MBMS data is transferred on a MBMS point-to-multipoint traffic channel (MTCH) to all the UEs which have executed the RB setup. 

6. The MBMS control function in the CRNC releases the MBMS RB (e.g. MBMS RB Release) when the data transfer has been finished or it has been interrupted by the CRNC. 

7. P-t- p transmission of MBMS data should use the DTCH as defined for other dedicated services.

8. P-t-m reception applies to all RRC states and modes, subject to UE Capability.
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