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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the LS on N2 and N3 reference points for 5G system. RAN3 understands SA2’s objective to maximise the chances that the RAN 3 specifications can be reused for other Access Networks without delaying 3GPP RAN work.

RAN3 has analysed the implications for the design of the NG interface (associated with the above mentioned reference points), and has agreed on the following principles:
· NG Interface is designed targeting gNB as the RAN endpoint

· Other possible nodes are assumed to support “NG terminating functionality” 
· AMF is assumed to be access aware via e.g. TAI 

· Messages may include access-specific optional IEs as needed (whether these are simply added in a flat manner, or whether optional access-specific IE groups are defined is FFS).
In agreeing this approach, RAN3 assumes that SA2 will as far as possible attempt to maximise the procedure commonality in stage 2, while simultaneously minimizing the number of access-specific elements that are visible in the interface signalling.
2. Actions:

To SA2.

ACTION: 
RAN3 respectfully asks SA2 to take the above into account, and provide feedback if needed.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #96
15-19 May 2017 
Hangzhou, China.
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting NR#2
27-30 June 2017
Qingdao, China.

