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At the ITU-T Q4/15 meeting in Antwerp on June 20-24, 2016 we had a discussion requirements on G.fast systems when used for backhaul of mobile cells, specifically with respect to the low latency requirements for 4G and 5G. Although requirements have been regularly discussed for latency we believe there are other requirements to ensure a backhaul link is useable, including those on latency, jitter and packet loss.
We aim to support as many services as practical. In specifying the requirements for DSL and G.fast we seek information on the hard requirements and goals for mobile backhaul/fronthaul, related to deployment scenarios, in particular:
· Layer 1 - Timing and synchronization

· Layer 2

· Packet rate

· Latency
· Packet delay variation
· Packet Loss
· Scaling - Small versus large cells

· Requirement Evolution - 3G, 4G and 5G

In some cases, it may not be practical to support all the goals and so we would like to understand the sensitivity of services in respect of these requirements. Where a goal isn’t practical we need to know the hard requirements where no service would be possible or where a limited range of services would be possible.

Please provide us your feedback to the above topics at your earliest convenience. The next face-to-face meeting for ITU-T Q4/15 is 14-18 November 2016 in Hangzhou, China. ITU-T Q4/15 will meet by teleconference on 1 December, 2016.
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