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Discussion
1. Introduction
RAN2 received an LS from RAN3 [1] asking for clarification on the RRC event corresponding to the “lower layer failure” during CSFB procedure defined in CT1 specification.
In addition to replying to the RAN3 LS properly, we considered it is worthwhile for RAN2 to look at the issue which was discussed in RAN3 and led to the clarification LS.
2. Discussion
In [2], it was argued that RLF recovery in LTE during CSFB procedure is essentially unnecessary and just causes an additional delay in the procedure. It is also our understanding that the “lower layer failure” corresponds to the RRC connection re-establishment failure, as opposed to the RLF event itself. This would mean that the RLF event itself does not trigger the UE NAS to try to reselect to CS-supporting RAT as defined in CT specification [3], and the UE will initiate RRC connection re-establishment procedure for RLF recovery.
We agree that RLF recovery in this scenario is unnecessary. We believe the problem can be solved by the UE behaviour to select a cell from CS-supporting RAT during RRC connection re-establishment procedure. It should be noted that in the current RRC specification RRC connection re-establishment procedure is considered unsuccessful if the UE selects an inter-RAT cell during T311 and hence the “lower layer failure” is reported to NAS.
NOTE:
This leads to the situation where the UE NAS will try to reselect to CS-supporting RAT while the Access Stratum has already selected it. This situation is possible today and supposed to be coordinated between NAS and AS in UE implementation.
Essentially, the UE, knowing that it is in the middle of CSFB procedure, can “pretend” that LTE is not available during T311 and try to select an inter-RAT. Then all other existing behaviours are applicable without any change. We also would like to point out that this UE behaviour does not cause any inter-operability problem because the corresponding UE’s external behaviour is already possible today.
3. Conclusion
We propose RAN2 to consider the above UE based solution for the issue discussed in RAN3 and also outlined in this document.
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