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1 Introduction
In RAN#70 a new work item for RRC optimization for UMTS was approved [1]. One of the objectives of the work item is to introduce the possibility to setup and release RABs in the same RRC procedure and that objective is discussed in this paper.  
2 Discussion
2.1 Background  

Currently, separate RRC procedures are required for RAB setup and RAB release. On the contrary, RANAP RAB Assignment Request [3] can signal both in the same message. In such cases, UTRAN needs to initiate two separate RRC procedures. Having the possibility to signal both options in the same RRC message would substantially reduce the setup time of the new RAB in cases where one RAB has to be removed before a new RAB can be setup. One scope of the agreed work item is to introduce the possibility to signal both setup and release of RABs in the same RRC procedure.
2.2 Radio Bearer Reconfiguration
In RAN2#93bis an agreement was made that the RB Reconfiguration message could be extended with the possibility to setup and release RABs.

According to the agreement the following IEs will be added to the Radio Bearer Reconfiguration message:

· RAB information to setup list 
· Signalling Connection release indication 
· RB information to release list. 
It was left for further study if Signalling RB information to setup list should be included in the message or not. 
A reason for including Signalling RB information to setup list in the message could be if an SRB, e.g. SRB4 is setup at the same time as a RAB is setup and a previous RAB needs to be released to setup the new RAB. This is probably not a common case, but the option to setup signalling radio bearers could be added to the message to make it more generic and more widely applicable in order to have a message which can do all sorts of setup, release and reconfiguration. It will be possible to release signalling radio bearers when the IE RB information to release list is added to the message as the same IE is used for releasing both radio bearers and signalling radio bearers.
Proposal 1: Add the possibility to setup signalling radio bearers in the RB Reconfiguration message.
In [4] the addition of RAB information to setup list, Signalling Connection release indication, RB information to release list and Signalling RB information to setup list to the Radio Bearer Reconfiguration message is shown.  
3 Summary
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss the following proposal:
Proposal 1: Add the possibility to setup signalling radio bearers in the RB Reconfiguration message.
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