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1. Overall Description:

Current RAN3 standard (36.443) seems not to allow a PMCH without any sessions. 

However, RAN2 standard (36.331) allows it.

MBMS-SessionInfoList-r9 ::=

SEQUENCE (SIZE (0..maxSessionPerPMCH)) OF MBMS-SessionInfo-r9

RAN2 believes that PMCH without any sessions is useful at least in the following two scenarios.

Scenario 1: PMCH1 carries both MCCH and MTCHs. Later on, all the sessions on the PMCH1 are suspended. The PMCH1 still needs to transmit MCCH.

Scenario 2: A MBSFN area has no any ongoing sessions. But, MBMS Counting Request needs to be sent. 
2. Actions:
To RAN3:

ACTION: RAN2 respectfully requests RAN3 to consider the issue above and allow a PMCH without any sessions if it is currently not allowed. 
3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2-88
17 Nov – 21 Nov 2014
San Francisco, US
RAN2-89
09 Feb – 13 Feb 2014
Athens, Greece
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