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1 Introduction

In this contribution, we address some remaining FFSs in the stage 2 description. 
2 Discussion

2.1 SeNB initiated SeNB modification procedure

One remaining open issue in section 10.1.2.X.2 concerns SeNB initiated SeNB modification, and whether the SeNB can release DRBs directly or should just provide input to MeNB, which then requests the SeNB to release the DRBs. The following open issue in mentioned in the current running CR for 36.300 [1]:
Editor’s Note: For SCG/Split bearer release, FFS whether the SeNB sends the release message (including RRC container) or sends a trigger to the MeNB followed by a modification request from MeNB to SeNB.

The figure below shows the SeNB initiated SCG modification procedure as depicted in [1].

[image: image1.emf]UE MeNB SeNB S-GW MME

1. SeNB Modification Required

(include SCG-Config)

4. RRCConnectionReconfiguration

5. RRCConnectionReconfigurationComplete

6. SeNB Modification Confirm

(carry SCG-ConfigInfo)

8. SNStatus Transfer

9. Data Forwarding

7. Random Access Procedure

10. Path Update procedure

3. SeNB Modification Request 

Acknowledge

2. SeNB Modification Request

Providing data forwarding addresses to the SeNB


Figure 3: SeNB Modification procedure, SeNB initiated 
First we note that the current Stage-2 already assumes that SeNB initiated SeNB Modification procedure is used for the bearer release:

The SeNB can use the procedure to perform configuration changes of the SCG within the same SeNB, e.g., to trigger release of SCG SCell(s) (other than PSCell), SCG bearer(s) and the SCG part of split bearer(s) (upon which the MeNB may release the bearer or reconfigure it to an MCG bearer), and to trigger PSCell change. The MeNB cannot reject the release request of SCG SCell(s) (other than PSCell), SCG bearer(s) and the SCG part of split bearer(s). SeNB cannot initiate SCG SCell addition except for the case of SI update of SCG SCell. Figure 10.1.2.X.2-2 shows an example signaling flow for a SeNB initiated SeNB Modification procedure.

Also in RAN-3 added parts of Stage-2 this is mentioned:

The SeNB Modification procedure may be initiated either by the MeNB or by the SeNB and be used to modify, establish or release bearer contexts, to transfer bearer contexts to and from the SeNB or to modify other properties of the UE context within the same SeNB.

In order to complete the work in a timely fashion, we propose not to introduce additional functionalities and procedures for a scenario which can be solved with existing procedures. 
Proposal 1 Remove the Editor’s Note in the running stage 2 CR in chapter 10.1.X.2 within the SeNB initiated part below step 1.
2.2 SeNB UE information

Another related open issue is whether a standalone procedure for providing UE information from SeNB to MeNB should be introduced. Currently the running CR includes a placeholder section for this purpose in 10.1.2.X.6, containing the below text:

10.1.2.X.6
 SeNB UE information

The SeNB may provide information to MeNB regarding a particular UE and the MeNB may use this information to e.g. initiate release of SCG bearer or split bearer on SCG.

Editor’s note: FFS What kind of procedure will be introduced. Depends on how to handle the SeNB initiated change of DRB type.

First, in the context of SCell addition, it was agreed to not introduce any assistance information in RAN2#86:

-> Do not introduce any additional assistance but only rely on the existing PRB measurements specifically for SCG cell addition, i.e., SeNB cannot initiate the addition of an SCG SCell.

Then with respect to bearer handling, as commented in the previous section, from RAN2 point of view, there is no need to introduce additional procedure for that case either.
It has also been discussed that the UE Information could be used to request security key generation, but as agreed in RAN3#85, this is achieved by the already introduced X2 AP procedure, i.e., SeNB triggered Modification Required.
Finally, it should be noted that this SeNB UE information procedure was added when RAN2 parts were merged to RAN3 parts capturing X2 procedures. However, RAN3 has so far not agreed on any separate procedure for SeNB UE information. Thus keeping this section in Stage-2 is confusing.
Proposal 2 Remove section 10.1.2.X.6 UE Information from the running CR for 36.300. 
3 Conclusion
Based on the discussion in section 2 we propose the following:
Proposal 1
Remove the Editor’s Note in the running stage 2 CR in chapter 10.1.X.2 within the SeNB initiated part below step 1.
Proposal 2
Remove section 10.1.2.X.6 UE Information from the running CR for 36.300.
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