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Increased minimum number of carriers to monitor

The number of deployed bands and frequencies has increased. Therefore RAN4 has increased the minimum number of inter-frequency carriers and cells a UE is able to monitor for UMTS and LTE in all RRC states [11].

To enable the configuration of more carriers for measurements, and to enable the measurement reporting of more carriers, signalling extensions, both in system information and dedicated signalling, have been made. For example a new system information block type (SIB11ter) is introduced in UMTS to enable the broadcast of additional inter-frequency neighbours on UMTS carriers. 
The network may signal if a carrier should be measured with "reduced measurement performance" together with a scaling factor (one per UE) defining the amount of time the UE can spend on measuring on a reduced carrier. A carrier for which no "reduced measurement performance" is signalled is measured with "normal measurement performance". A UE supporting "increased minimum number of carriers to monitor" performs measurements on legacy carriers with "normal measurement performance" in the same way as a UE not supporting "increased minimum number of carriers to monitor". But a UE supporting "increased minimum number of carriers to monitor" is able to perform measurements on additional carriers with normal or reduced measurement performance. The reduced measurement performance is determined by the scaling factor value [11].
<End of modified section>
