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Discussion and Decision

1
Introduction
To complete the stage 3 work for dual connectivity, RAN2 should be clear about what will be signalled in X2 layer and what will be signalled in the RRC inter-node message. This contribution focuses on the details of SeNB initiated bearer release procedure.
2
Discussion
There could be a few reasons why SeNB triggers “SeNB initated bearer release procedure”, but the following seem to be the clearest use cases:

1. GTP error occurred for the SCG bearer (see [1] for GTP error handling). 
2. Because of the load situation in the SeNB, SeNB performed the access control with other bearers in the cell and SCG/Split bearer should be removed from SeNB based on the AC decision.
In both cases, SeNB wishes to release up the bearer from the SeNB point of view but the MeNB still has to make the final decision whether to

1. Move the bearer to MCG 

OR

2. Remove the SCG bearer from UE configuration.

Depending on the decision made in MeNB, the RRC signalling toward the UE will be different. i.e, Moving SCG/split bearer to MCG bearer will just change the bearer type while removing SCG bearer will trigger a bearer release toward the UE. 

Therefore, we make the following observation:

Observation 1: When the SeNB triggers the “SeNB initiated bearer release” - procedure, SeNB will not be able to create corresponding RRC container. 
Currently RRC inter-node message considered in the draft RRC CR (in the RAN2 e-mail discussion 86#28 [2]) includes only an RRC container which is intended to be delivered to UE. Even though additional field can be considered in the RRC inter-node message to exchange further information (which is received by the eNB but not forwarded to UE), it is more reasonable to include this bearer information in the X2 level because the causes of bearer release are better suited to be included in the X2 message than in the RRC message.
Proposal 1: In case of SeNB-initiated bearer release procedure, both the bearers to be released (i.e, the bearers which the SeNB requests to release) and the cause values for the bearer release requests will be transferred over X2 layer but not via RRC inter-node message.
Proposal 2: If proposal 1 is agreed, RAN2 sends LS to RAN3 requesting them to implement the details in X2AP specification.
3
Conclusion and Proposals
Based on the discussion in section 2, we propose:
Proposal 1: In case of SeNB-initiated bearer release procedure, both the bearers to be released (i.e, the bearers which the SeNB requests to release) and the cause values for the bearer release requests will be transferred over X2 layer but not via RRC inter-node message.

Proposal 2: If proposal 1 is agreed, RAN2 sends LS to RAN3 requesting them to implement the details in X2AP specification.
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