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Discussion and decision
1 Introduction

This contribution discusses the need to support 3 different reconfiguration types and proposes not to introduce support for a synchronous reconfiguration procedure not including flushing of layer 2. I.e. the proposal is to align SCG with MCG, where there are only two types of reconfiguration i.e. normal reconfiguration and handover, with the latter involving both RA and flushing of layer 2.

2 Discussion

RAN2 has discussed the following SCG reconfiguration procedures:

· 
Normal SCG reconfiguration i.e. reconfiguration neither involving RA to the PSCell nor flushing of layer 2 (i.e. reset of MAC, re-establishment of PDCP and RLC, same as performed upon handover)
· 
Synchronous SCG reconfiguration i.e. reconfiguration involving RA to the PSCell but not involving flushing of layer 2

· 
SCG change i.e. reconfiguration involving both RA to the PSCell and flushing of layer 2

Based on the following considerations:

· 
The SCG reconfigurations that require some kind of synchronisation between UE and E-UTRAN are similarly infrequent as for MCH (i.e. the larger the backplane delay merely results in a larger uncertaintly time but does not really result in a significant  increase of the number of cases requiring synchronisation, at least not of any significance

· 
As a synchronous MCG reconfiguration can also be used when the UE is not configured with DC, it would bring gains more frequently. From this perspective, it would seems appropriate to introduce such a procedure before introducing a synchronous SCG reconfiguration procedure

We propose the following simplification:
Proposal
Do not support, at least in REL-12, a synchronous SCG reconfiguration procedure involving RA to the PSCell but not involving flushing of layer 2.

3 Conclusion & recommendation
This contribution discusses the SCG reconfiguration procedures to be supported in REL-12. RAN2 is requested to conclude the following related proposal:

Proposal
Do not support, at least in REL-12, a synchronous SCG reconfiguration procedure involving RA to the PSCell but not involving flushing of layer 2.
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