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1. Introduction

Parallel random access preamble transmission is discussed in the previous meeting from Tx power perspective.  Parallel random access procedure (including random access response, Msg3, contention resolution) should be also discussed in order to avoid UE complexity. 
2. Discussion

2.1. Parallel RA procedures
As the result of an email discussion, CR to 36.300 was created [1]. According to this document, random access procedure is performed as described below:
	In DC, the random access procedure is also performed on at least pSCell upon SCG addition/modification, if instructed, or upon DL/UL data arrival during RRC_CONNECTED requiring random access procedure. The UE initiated random access procedure is performed only on pSCell for SCG. 


Once dual connectivity is initiated, pSCell is similar to PCell in the MeNB, it is straight forward for the pSCell to also initiate random access procedure e.g. for positioning purpose. Otherwise, SeNB will need to request the MeNB PCell to initiate random access procedure over the X2 interface.
However, if the pSCell can initiate random access procedure, there is also the possibility that the UE may initiate parallel random access procedures for MCG and SCG. Regarding preamble transmission, RAN2 reached a working assumption in the previous meeting that “The preamble transmission in the PCell is considered more important than preamble transmission in any other cell”. This working assumption is based on the issue that if parallel preamble transmission is allowed in the power limited case, it should be ensured that preamble transmission in PCell is not disturbed by the preamble transmission in pSCell or SCell. However, there are other aspects of the parallel random access procedure that isn’t covered by the parallel preamble transmission. In particular, for parallel random access procedure for overlapping transmissions of RAR, msg3 and contention resolution should also be addressed since it could significantly increase UE complexity [2]. To avoid this parallel procedure, some enhancement may be needed
Proposal 1:
RAN2 should discuss whether any enhancements are needed to prevent the possibility of parallel random access procedures to both MCG and SCG.
Currently for intra-eNB CA, RAR is only sent from the PCell; however, this is based on the ideal backhaul which isn’t the case for dual connectivity. In dual connectivity, there is a possibility that the UE is allowed to initiate RA procedure to both MeNB and SeNB. However, if the UE can only receive RAR from the MeNB, depending on the latency of the X2 interface, this may adversely affect how the network can adequately determine the proper value for the T300 timer. Therefore, it would be better to allow the SeNB to send the RAR to the UE. 
Proposal 2:
When the UE sends RACH preamble to the SeNB, the SeNB should send the RAR to the UE.
3. Conclusion

In this contribution, parallel random access procedure is discussed.  To prevent any unnecessary complexities, we have the following Proposals.
Proposal 1:
RAN2 should discuss whether any enhancements are needed to prevent the possibility of parallel random access procedures to both MCG and SCG.
Proposal 2:
When the UE sends RACH preamble to the SeNB, the SeNB should send the RAR to the UE.
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