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1. 
Introduction

This contribution discusses the topic of SIB value tag extension, further elaborating on a proposal identified for legacy and new scheduling/system information, in the context of the current RAN2 work on enhanced access control (part of the WI on Further EUL enhancements) and SIB enhancements. 
At RAN2#85bis, it was agreed to fix the SIB3 wrap around issue (discussed within the F-EUL access control enhancements) by increasing the SIB value tag range; such enhancement will be introduced as part of the SIB enhancement WI, together with extending the value tag range for SBx, the scheduling block information used for the newly introduced broadcast channel (S-BCH). The extended value tag range (number of bits) remained FFS, being 3 or 4 bits two identified options.
2. 
Discussion
2.1 Extending the value tag of legacy SIBs
With regard to extending the range of the existing value tags, the focus should be on the range of the Cell Value tag IE (used for many cell-specific SIB types), currently defined as Integer (1..4). Some RRC references and details are provided in Annex (from [2]).  

While the extended Cell Value tag could be re-used for many SIB types (and/or SB), the optimization (and spec/implementation impacts) should be limited to SIBs expected to cause value tag wrap-around issues, i.e. potentially subject to frequent updates in case of a more dynamic access control in a certain cell. As discussed in [1], SIB3 and SIB5 are two relevant use cases.  
Regarding the amount of the value tag range extension, two possible options are to increase the maximum value (from 4) to 8 or 16. In order to provide a higher reliability (i.e. less likelihood of wrap-around issues), 16 would be preferred.

At high level, the expected handling of the new value tag (defined as a new IE, e.g. Cell value tag_2) would be as follows:

· UTRAN will have to compute/update and broadcast two cell value tags for SIB3&5, the legacy and the new one. UTRAN will continue using legacy cell value tag for other SIBs;
· UEs can use the legacy cell value tag or the extended one for SIB3 and SIB5, depending on what the NW supports/uses (based on the presence of the new IE in SIB3/5). UE will continue using legacy cell value tag for other SIBs. 

Legacy UEs and Networks will not be impacted.

Proposal 1: Extend the value tag range for SIB3, from two to four bits (max value from 4 to 16).
Proposal 2: Extend the value tag range for SIB5, from two to four bits (max value from 4 to 16).
2.2 Extending the value tag of new S-BCH SB

As agreed at the last RAN2 meeting (RAN2#85bis), the scheduling block (SBx) for the newly introduced broadcast channel (S-BCH) should be reliable in terms of value tag wrap around issues, i.e. a longer value tag should be used (part of the SB3 message itself, as well as those RRC messages utilized to trigger SBx updates, such as Paging Type 1 and SYSTEM INFORMATION CHANGE INDICATION).

Proposal 3: Define an extended 4-bits value tag for the new S-BCH SB.
3
Conclusion

Based on the above considerations, the following is proposed to RAN2.
Proposal 1: Extend the value tag range for SIB3, from two to four bits (max value from 4 to 16).
Proposal 2: Extend the value tag range for SIB5, from two to four bits (max value from 4 to 16).
Proposal 3: Define an extended 4-bits value tag for the new S-BCH SB.
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5.
Annex (Extract from 25.331)

13.4.32
VALUE_TAG
This variable contains information about the value tag for the last received system information block of a given type, for all system information blocks using value tags. The UE shall maintain one instance of this variable for the current selected cell. The UE may store several instances of this variable, one for each cell, to be used if the UE returns to these cells.

All IEs in this variable shall be cleared when switched off. All IEs in this variable except for the IE "SIB 16 value tag list" shall be cleared at selection of a new cell and this cell broadcasts an IE "PLMN Identity" in the MIB which is different from the IE "PLMN Identity" broadcast in the MIB in the previously selected cell. The IE "SIB 16 value tag list" is cleared when NAS informs AS about a new selected PLMN.
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description
	Version

	MIB value tag
	OP
	
	MIB value tag 10.3.8.9
	Value tag for the master information block
	

	SB 1 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the scheduling block type 1
	

	SB 2 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the scheduling block type 2
	

	SIB 1 value tag
	CV-GSM
	
	PLMN value tag 10.3.8.10
	Value tag for the system information block type 1
Note: IE ‘PLMN value tag’ is used for SIB1 but the area scope for SIB 1 is Cell.
	

	SIB 2 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 2
	

	SIB 3 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 3
	

	SIB 4 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 4
	

	SIB 5 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 5 or 5bis
	

	SIB 6 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 6
	

	SIB 11 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 11
	

	SIB 11bis value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 11bis
	REL-6

	SIB 12 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 12
	

	SIB 13 value tag
	CV-ANSI
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 13
	

	SIB 13.1 value tag
	CV-ANSI
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 13.1
	

	SIB 13.2 value tag
	CV-ANSI
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 13.2
	

	SIB 13.3 value tag
	CV-ANSI
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 13.3
	

	SIB 13.4 value tag
	CV-ANSI
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 13.4
	

	SIB 15 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15
	

	SIB 15bis value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15bis
	REL-7

	SIB 15.1 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.1
	

	SIB 15.2 value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxSat>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of system information block type 15.2
	

	>SIB 15.2 value tag
	MP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	
	

	>SIB occurrence identity and value tag
	MP
	
	SIB occurrence identity and value tag 10.3.8.20b
	
	

	SIB 15.3 value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxSat>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of system information block type 15.3
	

	>SIB 15.3 value tag
	MP
	
	PLMN value tag 10.3.8.10
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.3
	

	>SIB occurrence identity and value tag
	MP
	
	SIB occurrence identity and value tag 10.3.8.20b
	
	

	SIB 15.4 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.4
	

	SIB 15.5 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.5
	

	GANSS specific SIBs
	OP
	1 to <maxGANSS>
	
	
	REL-7

	>GANSS ID
	MD
	
	Integer(0..7)
	Identifier for GANSS, absence of this IE means Galileo.
For coding description see NOTE 1 in 10.3.7.90b.
	REL-7

	>SBAS ID
	CV-GANSS‑ID‑SBAS
	
	UE positioning GANSS SBAS ID 10.3.7.97e
	
	REL-8

	>SIB 15.1bis value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.1bis
	REL-7

	>SIB 15.2bis value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxSat>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of system information block type 15.2bis
	REL-7

	>>SIB 15.2bis value tag
	MP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	
	REL-7

	>>SIB occurrence identity and value tag
	MP
	
	SIB occurrence identity and value tag 10.3.8.20b
	
	REL-7

	>SIB 15.2ter value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxSat>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of system information block type 15.2ter
	REL-8

	>>SIB 15.2ter value tag
	MP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	
	REL-8

	>>SIB occurrence identity and value tag
	MP
	
	SIB occurrence identity and value tag 10.3.8.20b
	
	REL-8

	>SIB 15.3bis value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxSat>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of system information block type 15.3bis
	REL-7

	>>SIB 15.3bis value tag
	MP
	
	PLMN value tag 10.3.8.10
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.3bis
	REL-7

	>>SIB occurrence identity and value tag
	MP
	
	SIB occurrence identity and value tag 10.3.8.20b
	
	REL-7

	>SIB 15.6 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.6
	REL-7

	>SIB 15.7 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.7
	REL-7

	>SIB 15.8 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 15.8
	REL-7

	SIB 16 value tag list
	OP
	1 to <maxPredefConfig>
	
	List of value tags for all stored occurrences of the system information block type 16
	

	>Predefined configuration identity and value tag
	MP
	
	Predefined configuration identity and value tag 10.3.8.11
	
	

	SIB 18 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 18
	

	SIB 19 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 19
	REL-8

	SIB 20 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 20
	REL-8

	SIB 21 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 21
	REL-11

	SIB 22 value tag
	OP
	
	Cell value tag 10.3.8.4
	Value tag for the system information block type 22
	REL-11


10.3.8.4                 Cell Value tag
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	Cell Value tag
	MP
	
	Integer (1..4)
	


10.3.8.9                 MIB Value tag
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	MIB Value tag
	MP
	
	Integer (1..8)
	


10.3.8.10               PLMN Value tag
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	PLMN Value tag
	MP
	
	Integer (1..256)
	


10.3.8.20c             SIB occurrence value tag
This information element is used to identify different versions of SIB occurrence for System Information Block types 15.2, 15.2bis, 15.2ter, 15.3 and 15.3bis.
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and Reference
	Semantics description

	SIB occurrence value tag
	MP
	
	Integer(0..15)
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