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1.
Introduction
The RAN assistance information is provided for ANDSF and RAN rule via broadcast/dedicated signalling. In order to clarify the network behaviour in transmitting the assistance information and the UE behaviour upon receiving the assistance information, it would be beneficial to clarify the issues regarding configuration of the RAN assistance information, which is the focus of this contribution. 
2.
Discussion 
RAN assistance information is at least consists of thresholds currently. Is each threshold mandatorily signalled? It is highly likely that it would enhance the user experience and efficiency of radio resource utilization to the utmost when all the proposed thresholds are signalled and the UE performs traffic steering only if the source and target access network of the UE satisfy the thresholds. However, depending on the own taste of the operator, the network may want to omit the signalling all or subset of the thresholds. 
Proposal 1 The thresholds in RAN assistance information are optionally signalled.
If all or subset of the thresholds are absent, it is required to clarify what the intended UE behaviour is. The UE behaviour for the case subset of the thresholds is absent seems to be different from that for the case all the thresholds is absent. If the UE is camped on the pre Rel-12 cell which does not provide any RAN assistance information, it is appropriate assumption that the UE is not allowed to perform traffic steering in that cell. Since the UE does not know the capability of RAN, it is regarded valid from UE vendor point of view to apply the same UE behaviour to the scenario the cell supporting RAN rule does not provide RAN assistance information at all. 
Proposal 2 The UE does not perform traffic steering if the UE does not receive any thresholds as RAN assistance information.
If only subset of the thresholds is absent, from our perspective, it is natural to evaluate only with the received threshold. For instance, in RAN assistance information, if WLAN BSS load threshold value is present and WLAN backhaul related threshold value is absent, the UE determines to steer its traffic to WLAN only if the measured BSS load level satisfies the related threshold regardless of the backhaul status of WLAN. 

Proposal 3 The UE evaluates the RAN rule only with the thresholds included in the assistance information.
As mass deployment of operator controlled WLAN are open to fraction of operator’s customers [1], it is necessary to signal some WLAN identifiers to those fraction of operator’s customers. Hence, dedicated signalling for WLAN identifier is necessary. Since the size of the WLAN identifiers is not small, delta configuration for providing dedicated RAN assistance information is helpful in improving the efficiency of the usage of the network resource.
Proposal 4 The WLAN identifiers are provided via dedicated signalling.
Proposal 5 Delta configuration is used for providing the WLAN identifiers in dedicated RAN assistance information.
The UE could perform access network selection which satisfies the requirement of the operators only if both thresholds and WLAN identifier are available at the UE. Otherwise, the UE may connect to the WLAN which may not provide quality of service or the UE may try to connect to the unauthorized WLAN. 

The question to be clarified is whether it is allowable for the network to provide only the thresholds in dedicated RAN assistance information in initial dedicated RAN information configuration after establishing RRC connection while broadcasting the thresholds and WLAN identifiers. If it is allowable, what is the desirable UE behaviour? Is the UE expected to utilize the dedicated threshold as agreed in the last meeting with the broadcasted WLAN identifiers? Since the delta configuration for the dedicated RAN assistance information with the broadcasted RAN assistance information is not aligned with the existing convention and the handling for such a case is complex, we think the UE should utilize the RAN assistance information either from broadcast signalling or dedicated signalling, not from both.

Proposal 6 The UE utilizes the RAN assistance information either from broadcast signalling or dedicated signalling.

3.
Conclusion
In this contribution, followings are proposed for providing RAN assistance information and handling optional RAN assistance information.
Proposal 1 The thresholds in RAN assistance information are optionally signalled.
Proposal 2 The UE does not perform traffic steering if the UE does not receive any thresholds as RAN assistance information.
Proposal 3 The UE evaluates the RAN rule only with the thresholds included in the assistance information.
Proposal 4 The WLAN identifiers are provided via dedicated signalling.
Proposal 5 Delta configuration is used for providing the WLAN identifiers in dedicated RAN assistance information.
Proposal 6 The UE utilizes the RAN assistance information either from broadcast signalling or dedicated signalling.
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