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1. Overall Description:

For Dual Connectivity, RAN2 has been discussing the handing of the SeNB SFN. 


In CA, a common SFN broadcast from PCell is applied to all serving cells assuming that the serving cells are synchronized. However, RAN1/RAN2 have agreed that the MeNB and SeNB could be unsynchronized in Dual Connectivity, and therefore their SFN’s could be different. Note that within one Cell Group, i.e. all cells within one eNB configured for one UE, the assumption of synchronised radio frame timing conform CA is still valid.


UE will know the SFN timing of the MCG from the PCell. Question is how the UE obtains the SFN timing SCG, i.e. the cell group from the SeNB. Two options are identified:

1. UE acquires SeNB SFN from MIB on a special SCell belonging to SCG.
2. The MeNB informs the UE about the offset between SFN of the MeNB and the SFN of the SeNB.

In the first option, the UE directly acquires the SFN broadcast from the special SCell. In the second option, the MeNB provides the UE with the SFN offset when (re)configuring SCG cell(s). UE derives the SFN of the SeNB, based on the SFN offset and the SFN of MeNB.

RAN2 acknowledges that coordination between MeNB and SeNB would need to be considered for option 2. Therefore RAN2 would like to ask RAN3 and RAN4 about the feasibility of option 2. RAN2 can only select option 2 as the only option for acquiring SeNB SFN if option 2 can be provided in all relevant DC-deployment scenarios.
2. Actions:

To RAN3, RAN4:

ACTION: RAN2 asks RAN3/RAN4 about taken option 2 as the only option for SeNB SFN, i.e. assume that in all DC deployments, it should be possible for the network to provide the offset to the UE.
3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:

RAN2-86
19 May – 23 May 2014
Seoul, South Korea

RAN2-87
18 Aug – 22 Aug 2014
Dresden, Germany
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