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1   Introduction
During some test procedure, we got the requirement from the operator to support several SIBs of the same type in a single SI message which is used to transmit the same type of SIBs with different contents in a single SI message. The specification 36.331 describes that the same SIB cannot be in different SI messages, but this does not mean that the same type of SIB cannot appear more than once in this single SI message. It depends on the implementation of the UE and this will cause different understandings of the specifications. In this contribution this issue will be discussed and clarified.
2   Discussion
According to the current RRC specification [1], the general description of the SIB is as following.

5.2.1.1
General
System information is divided into the MasterInformationBlock (MIB) and a number of SystemInformationBlocks (SIBs). The MIB includes a limited number of most essential and most frequently transmitted parameters that are needed to acquire other information from the cell, and is transmitted on BCH. SIBs other than SystemInformationBlockType1 are carried in SystemInformation (SI) messages and mapping of SIBs to SI messages is flexibly configurable by schedulingInfoList included in SystemInformationBlockType1, with restrictions that: each SIB is contained only in a single SI message, only SIBs having the same scheduling requirement (periodicity) can be mapped to the same SI message, and SystemInformationBlockType2 is always mapped to the SI message that corresponds to the first entry in the list of SI messages in schedulingInfoList. There may be multiple SI messages transmitted with the same periodicity. SystemInformationBlockType1 and all SI messages are transmitted on DL-SCH.
From this description, there are two options to understand the sentence “each SIB is contained only in a single SI message”. 
Option1: The same type of SIB can appear more than once in a single SI message.

Option2: The same type of SIB cannot appear more than once in a single SI message.
Through the discussion with some chipset vendors, it seems that most UEs implement this function by option2, and most of the legacy UEs cannot realize option1. Then, if we do not clarify this issue and the option1 is used at the network side, most legacy UEs’ behaviour would be unpredictable. 
Therefore, due to backward compatibility reasons, we present the following proposal:
Proposal 1: The same SIB cannot appear more than once in a single SI message.
3   Conclusion

In this contribution, we discuss two options to compare and clarify the issue about SIBs appearing more than once in the same SI message. After some analysis with chipset vendors, we propose that:
Proposal 1: The same SIB cannot appear more than once in a single SI message.
Corresponding CR is provided in [2].
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